
MEETING MINUTES 
 

FINANCE & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 
WEDNESDAY  JUNE 4, 2008    6 p.m.    

COUNCIL CHAMBERS  
 
 

A meeting of the Finance & Personnel Committee was held on Wednesday, June 4, 2008 at 6 
p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Municipal Building. 
 
Members present: Romberg, Morack, Tate, O’Connell     Excused:  Barrington 
 
Others present:  Dean, Henke, Herminath, Hager, Hanlon, Villiesse, Rousseau, Amy Barker, Dan 

Monroe 
 
Romberg called the meeting to order at 6 p.m.  Morack/Tate to adopt agenda.  Carried 4-0. 
 
1. Building Inspector Hanlon updated the Committee on raze orders issued for the Spirtas 

property (formerly Simmons), a home on McKinley Street, and the status of the Villa 
Apartments. 

 
The raze orders have been contested and are now in various stages in the Court system.  
The status of the Villa Apartments situation is waiting for the completion of foreclosure 
procedures before remedial action can be taken. 

 
2. Villiesse and Hager recounted their discussion with Moody’s, a Bond Rating Agency, and 

answered questions on the notes to be issued to pay for the Wyman Street / Beacon 
Avenue project.  Morack/Tate to recommend to Council adoption of a Resolution issuing 
$1,365,000 in notes and levying a tax for same.  Carried 3-1  (O’Connell against)            

 
3. Morack/Tate to recommend to Council approval of the Annual License lists.  Carried 4-0. 

 
4. The Committee reviewed the supermajority votes required by statute, ordinance or rule. 

 
5. The Committee wishes to consider whether it is time to conduct a Citizen Survey and if so 

with what questions and by what method.  All Committee members were asked to come up 
with issues or questions on which they wanted public input and to review the survey results 
from 2003, and bring the questions they want asked to the next meeting.  [The Clerk’s 
office has a copy of the 2003 Survey results if any member wishes to look at them]. 

 
6. Dan Monroe and Amy Barker of Forward New London gave a presentation with ideas on 

how the back façade of buildings along North Water Street may be improved to give an 
esthetic experience when viewed from the bridges or across the river.  These include a 
suggested color pallet, and some suggested architectural detailing. Long-range suggestions 
were included improving the utility poles and riverwall.  Also mentioned was new welcome 
signage at the 15/45 intersection and suggestions for new downtown businesses (eg. A 
shop selling Irish merchandise). 

 



Morack/Tate to recommend to Council that it grant the City Administrator authority to 
authorize façade improvement loans to applicants following the theme and color pallet 
endorsed by Forward New London.  Carried 4-0. 

 
7. There was some discussion on succession plans for the Clerk-Treasurer’s office.  The 

Committee will be kept up to date on Staff activities. 
 
8. One of the houses recently acquired will be available for rental on August 1st; the other is 

best used for material storage.  Although, other usages still may be considered. 
 
9. Kent will investigate the best practices in establishing a quality employee idea incentive 

program.  What is desired is a reward program for employee ideas on how to perform 
services more efficiently and effectively. 

 
10. Budget Reports were distributed / Economic Development Report was discussed.   

 
11. During questions and answers general frustration with Charter Communication and the 

Legislature was heard.  The Committee will meet earlier at 4:30 p.m. for its July, August 
and September meetings. 

 
12. There being no further business, O’Connell/Morack to adjourn; meeting adjourned at 
8:20 pm.   

 
 
 

Jim Villiesse 
City Clerk 

 


