
CITY OF NEW LONDON 
MINUTES OF BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS MEETING 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 2,  2008 
                                                        
Members Present: Chairman Arien Herminath, Mike Barrington, Bill Kopitzke, 

Dave Morack and Tom O’Connell 
Others Present: Gary Henke, Mayor 
 Laurie Dean, 3rd District Alderperson 
 Jeff Bodoh,  Public Works Engineer 
 Louie Dresen, W.W.T.P. Supt. 
 Dan Neely, Street/Park Superintendent 
 Steve Thompson, Utility Director 
 John Faucher, Press Star 
 Pete Butch 
 Art Malouf 
 Gil Thompson  
 Lee Rousseau   
    
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Herminath at 4:30 P.M. with 
a quorum present.  Motion by Morack / O’Connell to approve the agenda. All 
voting aye. Motion carried.  Bodoh noted that Steve Thompson would be 
attending to discuss the Mill Street Project. 
 
2. Update on the Wastewater Treatmant Plant. Louie Dresen explained 
how the odor from the WWTP originates.  Dresen describes an odor control 
system that uses nozzles to distribute a eucalyptus smelling chemical around the 
WWTP.   He noted other ways of reducing the odor.  Some of the items reviewed 
would require construction on the WWTP.  Dresen noted that the nozzle system 
would cost roughly $7,000 and a 55 gallon drum of the chemical costs $725. The 
chemical would then be diluted.  Henke asked about the dilution rate and Dresen 
noted at a 50 to 1 ratio. 
 
Motions by Kopitzke/Morack to have the WWTP try the odor control nozzle 
system.  All voting aye.  Dresen was asked to find out what the potential 
operational cost would be for this system. 
 
 Dresen gave the Board an update on the finalizing of the Headworks project.  
There was discussion on the holding tank/septic disposal charges.  Bodoh noted 
that using the parameters and calculation stated in the city ordinance for 1,000 
gallons of waste, the charges are inline.  The Board agrees that the charges 
should be left as is.  There was some discussion on industrial waste.  Dresen told 
the Board that the sludge hauling contract is up, and he would like to extend the 
contract with the current contractor.  Morack asked Dresen to get some 
proposals from other contractors and bring them to the next Board meeting. 
 
3. Mill Street Sewer and Water Project.  Steve Thompson explained the 
project to the Board.  Thompson noted that there were 15 plan sets taken out 
and there were 11 bidders on the project. Thompson said that the Utility 
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Committee approved the bid from Ronet Construction. Thompson explained the 
cost break down of the project and that the Utility would need to be reimbursed 
for the sanitary portion after the project is finished.  This item would need to be 
added to the Council’s agenda for approval.  O’Connell asked about a detour. 
Thompson said that the contractor should be able to keep one lane of traffic open 
during construction.  Thompson said that construction might start as early as 
December 8th. 
 
4. Potential Administrative Assistant position for the Public Works/Park & 
Recreation Departments.  Herminath explained the need for an Administrative 
Assistant and noted that the workload would require a full time person.  Henke 
noted that both Departments are busy when Spring comes and he would like to 
see the position filled as soon as February if possible.  Morack asked if the 
Assistant could be utilized by the front office.  The Board asked Bodoh to add 
wording to the Assistant’s job description to allow for the front office to utilize this 
person. 
 
Motion by Morack/Kopitzke to make the requested change to the Assistance’s 
job description and send it to the Finance and Personnel Committee to approve 
filling this position.  All voting aye. 

   
5. Discuss Department of Public Works Reorganization.   Herminath pointed 
out that the City is planning on having a City Garage where the Street and Parks 
Department share the same space, with no separation of equipment and 
vehicles.  Dan Neely, Street/Park Superintendent, said that he would be 
comfortable with this.  Members of the board complimented Neely on the 
progress he has made.  There was discussion on fully integrating the two 
Departments.  Henke noted that the current setup of the departments saves the 
City money.  Morack mentioned putting the Cemetery under the Public Works 
Department.  He wants this put on the Finance and Personnel’s agenda.  
 
6. Review of the Request for Proposal for a study of the Public Works 
Facilities needs.  Morack had some questions about the mechanics work , such 
as oil changes.  Bodoh shared what the costs are for doing oil changes in house 
verses farmed out.  He noted that it was cheeper to do oil changes in house.  
Morack noted that staff should list what the mechanic currently does in house, 
what could be done in house if the mechanic had the proper tools and what work 
needs to be farmed out.  It was suggested that staff interview the Street and 
Parks crew to determine what is needed and how much will it cost.  Herminath 
said that this should be done in the Facilities Subcommittee.  Morack asked staff 
to look into the possiblity of the mechanic doing work such as oil changes for 
other departments and other municipalities.  
 
7. Review the Capital Program List.  Morack noted that the sidewalk and the 
handicap ramp projects could be combined.  Morack questioned whether the 
riverwall project should be moved to 2010. 
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8. Discuss stormwater utility option.   Herminath explain why he wanted this 
issue onn the agenda.  Herminath mentioned that he had a discussion with a 
DNR expert and was told that it would probably be two census cycles (20 years) 
before there is a change in the regulations that would require New London to 
come into compliance this the stormwater regulations.  There was discusion 
about what the City could do to start meeting the future regulations.  Bodoh noted 
that some of these things could be included when the streets and sewers are 
reconstructed.  He said that staff could work on improving the storm sewer 
database.  A resident commented on the FEMA flood map changes.  The 
resident was told that this issue would be discussed at an upcoming Planning 
Commission Meeting. 
  
9. Monthly Reports of the Engineer.    Nothing to report. 
 
10. Other matters.  Dean noted that at the intersection of Beacon and Fremont 
the pavement was sinking.  Bodoh said that he would look into this.  Morack  
asked about the snowplowing on December 1st.  Barrington mentioned that there 
was still a dip in the patch on Hancock Street just west of Mill Street.  Bodoh said 
that the patch was the Utilities. 
 
 Motion by Barrington/Morack to adjourn the meeting at 6:20 P.M.  All 
voted aye.  Motion carried. 
 


