
CITY OF NEW LONDON 
MINUTES OF BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 

Tuesday, February 5, 2008 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Members Present: Gary Henke, Arien Herminath, Dennis Herter, Bill Kopitzke, and Tom 

O’Connell 
Others Present: John Romberg, Alderman 
 Rob Way, Alderperson 
 Bob Flease, Waupaca County Board Member 
 David Morack, Alderperson 
 Mary Tate, Alderperson 
 Kent Hager, City Administrator 
 Dan Neely, Street Superintendent  
 Louis Dresen, Wastewater Treatment Plant Superintendent 
 Bonnie Weidert 
 Laurie Schnieder, New London Press Star 
 Lee Rousseau 
 Jeff Bodoh, City Engineer 
 Steve Thompson, New London Utilities 
 Dean Steingraber, Waupaca county Highway Department 
 Jeff Galbraith, Earth Tech 
   
The meeting was called to order at 4:45 P.M. By Chairperson Gary Henke. Motion made to change 
the agenda and move items 9 and 10, Wyman Street to 1 and 2, Motion seconded by Herter.  
 

1. Discuss Wyman Street Reconstruction.  Herminath questioned the need to widen 
Wyman Street beyond it’s current width.  Stiengraber noted the county’s initial idea of 
having bike lanes on Wyman and that no one was in favor of that idea.  Stiengraber said 
that the parking lane came out of the first Public Meeting for the project.  Galbraith said 
that the design width is from Department of Transportation guidelines for two travel lanes 
and one parking lane. Tate noted that very few people currently park on Wyman.  Tate and 
Romberg questioned the need for a parking lane and additional tree removal for this 
added width.  The general consensus was not to widen Wyman Street if it meant removing 
addition trees. 

 
Motion by Herter and seconded by Kopitzke to reconstruct Wyman Street between Wolf 
River Avenue and Pershing Road at its current existing width with no parking lane.  All 
voted aye. Motion carried. 
 
A Motion by Herminath and second by Herter to approve construction of new sidewalk on 
the west side of Wyman Street from the intersection of Jennings St. to the intersection of 
Pershing Rd. with no assessment to the adjacent properties.  4 voting aye.  O'Connell 
voting nay 

 
2. Wyman Street Reconstruction, Sanitary and Storm Sewer Bid Results.  Galbraith 

mentioned that the engineer’s estimate for the Wyman Street Sewer project was roughly 
$600,000.  He stated that the lowest bidder for the sewer project was Don E. Parker 
Excavating with a $338,629.06 bid.  Galbraith pointed out that there was an addendum 
pulling out the laterals from the contract. 

 



Galbraith pointed out that Waupaca County Highway Department was the main contact on 
this project.  The contract listed milestones describing the steps the project would take.  
He also explained that the sewer contractor and the water contractor would have to agree 
to a unit price for the service and lateral replacement.  Galbraith estimated the cost of the 
services and laterals to be roughly $50,000.   Kopitzke asked about the time frame for the 
project.  Galbraith explained that the time frame was dependant on Earth Tech making the 
requested changes to the plans. 
 
Motion made by Herminath and seconded by Kopitzke to accept the bid from Don E. 
Parker for the Wyman Street sewer work of $338,629.06.  All voting Aye.  Motion carried.  
Hager pointed out the Finance and Personnel Committee has to approve the financing of 
this project. 
 

3. Approval of Final resolution for 2008 curb & Gutter Assessment.  A Motion by Herter 
and second by Kopitzke to approve the 2008 Curb & Gutter assessments for Martin Street 
between Division and Smith Streets and Millard between Pearl and Wyman Streets.  All 
voting aye.  Motion carried. 
 

 
4. Review of the Wastewater Treatment Plant Year-end report.   Dresen briefs the 

committee on 2007 Treatment Plant report.  Dresen points out that in July the plant put 
both aeration tanks online due to a high BOD loading.  There was a question about the 
mercury issue.  Dresen noted the DNR 1.3 ng/l limit.  He said that the DNR has offered 
guidance in notifying schools, hospitals and industries that may handle mercury of the 
issue and ask them to check anything that contains mercury.  O’Connell asked how the 
city could locate the potential source of the mercury.  Dresen said it was the same 
process as the moly from last year.  There were some questions about Saputo and if the 
plant has had any other problems.  Dresen told the committee that Saputo’s flowmeter 
was recalibrated in August.   

 
5. Ordinance amending Holding and Septic tank Waste.   The committee reviewed the 

ordinance and the permit application.  Herminath noted that our fee was inline with the 
fees charged by the six communities surveyed.    

 
Motion by Henke and seconded by Kopitzke to approve the the ordinance amending the 
holding and septic tank waste fees.  All voting Aye. Motion carried. 

 
6. Bid results of the Wastewater “Headworks” Project.  Herminath asked about the 

alternates.  Bodoh and Dresen explained the alternates.  Kopitzke asked about the project 
finance.  Henke said that item would be discussed at the Finance and Personnel meeting.  
O’Connell asked to table the approval of the project until after the Finance and Personnel 
meeting.  Henke told the Committee that Public works needed to make a decision before it 
could be taken to the Finance Committee.   Bodoh noted that the Public Works 
Department was looking at the possibility of bidding the underground piping portion of the 
project with the city’s sewer projects. 

 
Motion by Kopitzke and seconded by Herminath to accept the Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Influent Pump Station bid from Staab Construction for $980,000.  All voting aye. 
 



7. Approval of Contract for Sanitary/ Storm Sewer Televising.  Motion made by Herter 
and seconded by Koptizke to accept the sewer-televising proposal from Northern Pipe 
Equipment for $1,456.97.  All vote Aye. Motion carried. 

 
8. Update on joint riprap project by Memorial Park.  Bodoh reads an e-mail he received 

from the DNR in regards to this project.  The DNR was looking for alternative plans from 
Todd Close, from Walleyes for Tomorrow, for this project.  The Committee asked Bodoh 
to contact Todd Close and get an update on the project. 

 
9. Discuss Status of Alley, south of North Water Street.  Hager discussed a meeting he 

and other member of the Public Works committee had with the City Attorney in regards to 
the alley.  The City attorney did not believe that the State Statute on public use of a 
roadway applied to this situation.   The City may not be able to assess for work done on 
the riverwall and alley.  O’Connell disagreed with this viewpoint.   Some of the members 
do not want the City to bear the full cost of the alley and riverwall restoration.  It was 
pointed out that the City currently has no easement in a portion of the alley and it would 
be advantageous to acquire a maintenance easement for the alley.   Galbraith gives the 
committee an estimate to repave the alley.  Herminath suggested that the City offer to pay 
for the repairs to the alley and wall in trade for a maintenance easement in the alley.  The 
committee agreed to continue this issue next month. 

 
10. Morack asked to have the snow plowing policy added to next month’s agenda. 

 
 

Motion made by O’Connell and seconded by Kopitzke to adjourn. 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:05 P.M. 
  


