
CITY OF NEW LONDON 
MINUTES OF BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS MEETING 

MONDAY, JUNE 1, 2009 
                                                        
Members Present: Chairman Arien Herminath, Mike Barrington, Dennis Herter, 

Lori Dean,  
Others Present: Gary Henke, Mayor 
 John Romberg, Alderperson 
 Kent Hager, City Administrator 
 William and Karen Gething, State Farm Insurance 
 Everette Collins 
 Jeff Bodoh, Acting Public Works Director 
 Louie Dresen, W.W.T.P. Supt. 
 Dan Neely, Street and Park Superintendent 
 Lee Rousseau   
    
1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Herminath at 4:30 P.M. with 
a quorum present.  Motion by Dean / Herter to approve the agenda. All voting 
aye. Motion carried.   
 
2. Discuss private parking for State Farm Insurance at Loss Park.   Hager 
gave the Board a brief history of the parking situation for the Gething Building 
and Loss Park.  He noted that the easement description stated that there were 
six parking stalls reserved directly south of the State Farm building as part of the 
permanent easement granted by the original property owner for construction of a 
portion of Loss Park.  Hager suggested designating two parking stalls in Loss 
Park and four stalls to the south as “State Farm Parking Only”.  It was noted that 
the current signs are not legal and they are somewhat confusing.  Everette 
Collins noted that the parking has always been to the west of the building and 
that the City installed the no parking signs.  He noted that the stalls are for the 
business tenant and the apartment tenants.  Karen Gething noted that many of 
the barbershop customers parked in the stalls to the south of her building.  She 
also noted that the building has a security lock on the back door for her 
employees.  It was suggested that the easement be rewritten to have the six 
dedicated parking stalls be on the west side of the building along Loss Park as 
this has been the parking practices for a number of years in this area. 
 
 Herter moved and recommended to Council to request the City Attorney 

prepare the appropriate legal document to have the six parking stalls 
dedicated for private use on the west side of the State Farm Insurance 
building and have the new document brought back to the Board for final 
review, second by Dean.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
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3. Discussion about a Sewer Cleaning Machine.  Dan Neely told the Board 
that he and Rick Hottenstine have been looking at some sewer cleaning 
machines.  Dan noted that they looked at some newer demo models, and that 
the price range for these new models is $260,000 to $300,000.  Dan did note that 
Bodoh and himself discussed this with Judy Radke, City Treasurer, and she said 
that the City would have to make two payments, one in 2009 and one in 2010, if 
the price for the machine was over the budgeted amount.  There were some 
questions about future Wastewater Treatment Plant projects and whether there 
would be enough money in the account.  Dresen and Bodoh noted that there 
should be enough money for the sewer-cleaning machine. 
 

Herter moved and recommended to Council to approve the Public Works 
Department to move ahead with the potential purchase of a newer sewer 
cleaning machine and bring the matter back for final review by the 
Committee, second by Barrington.  All voting aye. 

 
4. Update on Wastewater Treatment Plant Issues.  Dresen updated the 
Board on the WWTP issues.  Dresen noted that he made a change in the 
recycling rate on the trickling filter since the last Board meeting.  Dresen asked if 
any of the Board members have noticed odors near the plant, no one noticed any 
strong odors.  Dresen told the Board that he would take the final set of odor 
samples when the weather is much warmer, odors are worse in warmer weather. 
 
Dresen and Bodoh noted the results from the temporary flow meter set in the 
manhole, during the first part of May, along Wyman Street just east of Saputo 
Cheese.  The temporary flowmeter showed that the sanitary flow from Saputo is 
around 200,000 gallons a day, which is about where Saputo’s engineer said it 
would be.  Dresen noted that the flowmeter at Saputo showed a flow rate of over 
400,000 gallons per day.  Dresen said that he has been trying to set up a 
meeting with Saputo to discuss the flowmeter.  Saputo management has not 
gotten back to Dresen.  Hager said that he would try to contact Saputo 
management.  Many on the Board said that the City should start billing Saputo 
for what the current meter reads until Saputo resolves the issue. 
 
5. Approve the Compliance Maintenance Annual Report and Resolution.   
Bodoh and Dresen explained the annual DNR Compliance Report to the Board.  
Dresen noted that he needed to give the DNR a signed City Council resolution 
approving the Compliance Maintenance Annual Report.   The report showed that 
the plant was compliant and the plant grade was an “A”. 

 
Dean moved and recommended to Council that they approve the 
resolution approving the 2008 Compliance Maintenance Report, second 
by Herter.  All voting aye.  Motion carried. 
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6. Approve the Sewer Televising Proposal.  Bodoh noted that there were four 
proposals for sewer televising and the lowest proposal was from Speedy Clean 
Drain and Sewer for $3,611.40 ($0.78 per foot). 
 

Herter moved and recommended to Council the approval of the proposal 
for the Sewer Televising from Speedy Clean Drain and Sewer in the 
amount of $3,611.40, second by Barrington.  All voting aye.  Motion 
carried. 

 
7. Discuss possible new Sidewalk Projects.  Bodoh noted that the Sidewalk 
Contractor had started the sidewalk and was looking to finish the project within 
the next three weeks.  Bodoh asked the Board if he could use the sidewalk bid 
quantity for new sidewalk towards the quantity for rehab sidewalk, since no new 
sidewalk project has been approved for this year.  Bodoh said that he could put 
plans together for new sidewalk for next year’s projects. 
 

Herter moved and recommended to Council to approve allowing Public 
Works to use the new sidewalk bid quantity, from the sidewalk bid, 
towards the rehab sidewalk bid quantity, second by Barrington.  All voting 
aye.  Motion carried. 

  
8. Monthly Report of the Acting Director.  Bodoh briefed the Board on the 
activities of the Department of Public Works.  Bodoh also noted that Dan Neely, 
Street Superintendent will be celebrating his 40th aniversary with the City this 
month and Louie Dresen, the Treatment Plant Superintendent, is celebrating his 
29th aniversary with the City 
 
9. Other Matters.  Bodoh updated the Board on the Beacon Avenue project.  
The road contractor removed the pavement between Wyman Street and Pearl 
Street the week before Memorial Day.  The sewer contractor started working on 
the sanitary sewer replacement between Wyman and Pearl Streets the week of 
Memorial Day.  The sewer contractor will be starting the water main the week of 
June 8th. 
 
Mr. Herminath asked the Board meeting attendees for a moment of silence for 
Alderman Mr. Bill Kopitzke who passed away over the weekend. 
 
 

Motion by Barrington to adjourn the meeting at 5:50 P.M., second by 
Herter.  Motion carried by all. 

 
 


