
CITY OF NEW LONDON 
MINUTES OF BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS MEETING 

Monday, February 3rd, 2020 @ 4:30 p.m. 
 
 
Members Present:   Mike Barrington, Bob Besaw, Lori Dean, Dennis Herter, Mike Pinch 
 
Members Absent:  
 
Council Members:  Tom O’Connell, John Faucher 
 
Others Present:   Chad Hoerth; Director of Public Services   
   Lou Leone, City Administrator 
  Michelle Lambrecht; Public Services Administrative Assistant 
  Ellen Krabbe; Rural Roads ATV Club President, Paul Webb,    
                                 Mark Herter, Adam Dobbert, Vanessa Genteman, Brad Graham,    
                                 Chris & Jen Heideman, Ken Price 
       
     

Barrington called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.; Motion by Herter seconded 
by Besaw to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried by all  

 
Wastewater Treatment Facility Update: There were no questions or concerns on 
the WWTP monthly reports.  
 
Discussion and possible action on a proposal to create ATV/UTV routes and 
trails:  Discussion took place again between Board members with input from the 
public regarding ATV usage on city streets.  Ellen Krabbe agreed with Board 
member concerns and recommended that the Board consider adopting an 
ordinance creating ATV routes with age restrictions, insurance and driver’s 
license requirements.  Hoerth stated that he would not recommend an ordinance 
if it conflicts with state law.  Several board members felt the topic was important 
enough that it should be voted on by the council and not the board.  Hoerth 
questioned if the council would be voting on the concept or an ordinance 
presented by the Rural Roads ATV Club that has not been reviewed by staff nor 
the city attorney. The Board directed staff to create an ordinance that complies 
with state law to be reviewed at a future meeting. 
 

Dean moved, seconded by Besaw to direct staff to create an ATV routes 
ordinance to be presented at a future Board of Public Works meeting. 
Motion carried by all. 

 
 
Update on a request to extend sanitary sewer service on Oak Street:  At the 
January Board meeting, Dave Klinzing requested an extension of the city’s 
sanitary sewer on Oak Street so that he could connect his property. Survey 
letters were sent out to other Oak Street property owners to inquire if they had 
any future need for sanitary service.  Out of 7 properties questioned, 1 



responded with “yes within the next 5 years”, 4 responded “no” and 2 did not 
respond. The cost to extend the sewer 125 feet to connect Klinzing’s property is 
estimated at over $20,000, which would need to be financed by the individual 
requesting service. In the past few weeks Klinzing has informed Hoerth that he 
now has a contractor who can build a conventional septic system cheaper than 
connecting and is no longer interested in pursuing the connection into the city’s 
sanitary system.  It was determined that installing a new conventional septic 
system would not be in violation of municipal code as the city’s sewer main is not 
currently available without an extension.   No motion was made at the time. 
 
Review a Storm water Management Plan for London Acres: A storm water 
management plan was created by Romenesko Development’s engineers and 
presented to the committee for review.    
 
Consider for action the execution of an agreement for a Storm water 
Management Practices Maintenance Agreement with Romenesko Development, 
Inc.:  In the presented Storm Water Management Plan, A Storm water 
Maintenance Agreement between the City and Romenesko Development was 
reviewed which defined who is responsible for storm water maintenance at the 
London Acres Sub development.  

 
Dean moved, seconded by Herter for Council to consider approving the 
proposed Storm Water Management Practices Maintenance Agreement 
with Romenesko Development, Inc.  Motion carried by all. 
 

Discuss updates to 5 year Street Improvement Plan: The city’s 5 year Street 
Improvement Plan was presented for discussion.  Hoerth highlighted a few 
proposed updates to the plan and asked board members for comments to see if 
any other changes were requested.  

 
Dean moved, seconded by Pinch to accept the proposed 5 year Street 
Improvement Plan as presented.  Motion carried by all. 

 
Director’s Report/Memo:  
Years of Service Report: Mark Aus completed 21 years of service February 1st. 
 
Other matters: None identified 
 
Next month’s agenda items: None identified 

 
There being no further business a motion was made by Dean and seconded by 
Besaw to adjourn the meeting at 5:40 p.m.  Motion carried by all.  
 

       Chad Hoerth; Director of Public Services 



 AGENDA  
 

Unless specifically noticed otherwise, this meeting and all other meetings of this body are open to the public.  Proper 
notice has been posted and given to the media in accordance with Wisconsin Statutes so that citizens may be aware of 

the time, place and purpose of the meeting. 
 

MEETING NOTICE 
 

BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS 
  

Monday, February 3
rd

, 2020 
 4:30 p.m. 

 
Council Chamber, New London Municipal Building 

  

1. Call meeting to order, Adopt Agenda 

2. Wastewater Treatment Plant Updates 

3. Discuss and possibly act on a proposal to create All-Terrain Vehicle routes in the city 

4. Update on a request to extend sanitary sewer service on Oak Street  

5. Review a Stormwater Management Plan for London Acres   

6. Consider for action the execution of an agreement for a Stormwater Management Practices 

Maintenance Agreement with Romenesko Development, Inc. 

7. Discuss updates to 5 Year Street Improvement Plan   

8. Director’s Report 

9. Next Month Agenda Items  

10. Adjournment  

Mike Barrington, Chairman  
Board of Public Works 

 
 

Agenda items are listed so as to accurately describe the actions or issue being considered instead of simply the document listing title or the parties to a 

contract.  This is done as such titles or a list of parties to a contract conveys insufficient information to the public on whether a topic or project they are 

interested in is being considered.  It is the policy of the City of New London to comply in good faith with all applicable regulations, guidelines, etc. put forth 

in the American with Disabilities Act (ADA).  To that end, it is the City’s intent to provide equal opportunity for everyone to participate in all programs 

and/or services offered, to attend every public meeting scheduled, and to utilize all public facilities available.  Any person(s) in need of an alternative 

format (i.e. larger print, audio tapes, Braille, readers, interpreters, amplifiers, transcript) regarding information disseminated by the City of New London 

should notify the City 48 hours prior to a meeting, etc., or allow 48 hours after a request for a copy of brochures, notices, etc. for delivery of that alternative 

format.  Contact ADA Coordinator Chad Hoerth by telephone through: (Relay Wisconsin) – or 920/982-8500 and in person/letter at 215 N. Shawano 

Street, New London, WI 54961.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meeting Documents 



 

   

       Memorandum 

To: Board of Public Works 

From: Chad Hoerth, Director of Public Services 

Date: January 28th, 2020 

Re: February 3rd, 2020 Board of Public Works Meeting 

 

Discuss and possibly act on a proposal to create All-Terrain Vehicle routes in the city- This 

item has been placed on the agenda for further consideration.  I’ve included several 

documents in your packet published by the DNR regarding ATV regulations in Wisconsin: 

 ATV Route Guideline and Suggestions 

 ATV Snow Removal Laws 

 Wisconsin Off Highway Vehicle Regulation 

At this point staff is not aware of any other information out there or currently pending on this 

topic.  Unless the Board would like staff to research additional information, as difficult as it 

may be, it probably is time to make a decision on the topic instead of tabling the item to 

another meeting.  If there is any other information you’d like staff to research and bring to 

the meeting please let me know. 

 

Update on a request to extend sanitary sewer service on Oak Street- as you know from the 

January Board meeting, the city was approached by Dave Klinzing in regards to extending 

the sanitary sewer on Oak Street so they may hook up their property to the city’s sanitary 

system.  I immediately sent out letters to the other Oak Street property owners (who live in 

the township) to see if they had any future need for sanitary service.  Out of the 7 letters 

sent out: 

 4 said “no” 

 1 said “yes within the next 5 years” 

 2 did not respond 

I’ve included a map of these properties in your packet to give you a visual of the responses.  

Dave and I spoke following the survey results and briefly estimated some costs for this 
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project.  If the city would extend the sewer the 125 feet he needs to connect, and using cost 

estimates from our engineer, I’ve estimated that cost to easily be over $20,000.  At that 

time Dave stated that he was looking into other options as well.  About a week later, Dave 

informed me that he has a contractor who can build another conventional septic system on 

his property and was no longer interested in pursuing the connection with the city’s sanitary 

system as a conventional septic would be much cheaper.  I was concerned about any 

requirements to connect to the city’s sanitary system and found the following in the 

municipal code: 

 

 

 

In this particular case, the sewer main is not quite available as it would need to be 

extended for Dave to connect to his property, so I’m of the impression he would not be in 

violation of this particular section of the code unless the water and or sewer main was 

adjacent to his property.  Discussion will need to take place and determine if the city should 

extend this line for future connection.   

  

Review a Storm water Management Plan for London Acres: I’ll be sending you a separate 

email which includes a Storm Water Management plan created by Romenesko’s engineer 

and reviewed by our engineer at McMahon (sorry the document file size is very large so we 

had to send that in a separate email).  We recommended a few changes which 

Romenesko’s engineer made in this revision (no Board action is required for this item). 
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Consider for action the execution of an agreement for a Stormwater Management Practices 

Maintenance Agreement with Romenesko Development, Inc.-  In section 7 of the plan, 

there is an agreement between the City and Romenesko defining who is responsible for 

storm water maintenance.  Generally, maintenance responsibilities in the agreement fall 

upon the “owner” (Romenesko Developments).  Attorney Luaders reviewed the document 

and suggested a change on page 2, item number 3 in that the owner just provide the city 

the maintenance reports automatically instead of the city requesting them.  I reached out to 

Romenesko with the proposed change and they did not agree with the change.  At this 

point I don’t think it’s a deal breaker as the agreement spells out that…. “The reports and 

maintenance logs shall be made available to the city for review upon request.”  At this point 

I’m looking for the Board to forward the agreement to council for consideration. 

 Possible/recommend motion:  “I make a motion that Council considers approval 

of the proposed Stormwater Management Practices Maintenance Agreement with 

Romenesko Development, Inc.” 

 

Discuss updates to 5 Year Street Improvement Plan- Enclosed in your packet is a copy of 

our updated draft 5 Year Street Improvement Plan. I thought it would be a good time to 

review the upcoming projects and review which grants are pending (hopefully we hear 

about our two big ones in the next few months). Below is highlighting a few of the proposed 

updates to the plan.  If the Board has any changes they would like to see to the document 

please plan on discussing them at the meeting as this will be the working document I’ll be 

using for the next year.  

 Shawano Street (Cook Street to Beacon Ave.)- This project includes pulverizing and 

asphalt overlay of this block.  If you recall we submitted a LRIP grant request for this 

project The LRIP funds were approved by the Waupaca County Municipal Street 

Improvement Program Committee, but still needs to be confirmed by the DOT yet.  I 

anticipate being awarded $24,446.64 in LRIP funding for a 2021 construction 

project.   

 Hintzke Road (partnership with Maple Creek)- Lou worked with the Town of Maple 

Creek to work out a partnership to pulverize and overlay Hintzke Road, the city’s 

cost would anticipate to be around $48,531.69.  
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At the meeting I wouldn’t mind if the Board adopts the document as our current work plan. 

Possible/recommend motion:  “I make a motion to accept the presented document (with 

the proposed changes…if any suggest at the meeting) as the City’s 2020, 5 year Street 

Improvement Plan.” 

 

 

Directors Report: 

 Service Anniversary Report:  

o Mark Aus completed 21 years of service on February 1st 

 I still continue to work with our FEMA rep in providing requested documentation from 

the July 20th, 2019 storm. 

 The deadline for accepting applications for our open Mechanic position is on Sunday 

February 2nd.  We’ll begin the process to review applications shortly after.    

 I’m working through the process to evaluate and consider offering the permanent 

Street/Park Superintendent position to Luke Hammons.  

 Contractors continue to work on the London Acres sub-development.  Currently the 

retention ponds are formed and sanitary sewer mains/laterals are being installed.  

 In the last few weeks I reached out to CN to see if I could start conversations to work 

on the Rail Road improvement projects scheduled for this summer.  As of this point I 

have not heard back from them.  

 We’re working on getting contract and bid specifications set up for tub grinding our 

brush piles.  

 

 

  



 

 

February 3rd Board of Public Works Meeting 

Wastewater Notes 

The sewer truck was taken down to MacQueen Equipment in Menomonie Falls for some 

corrective maintenance.  The unit has been with the City for roughly 10 years and has been 

worked hard.  As expected, some of the mechanical parts are worn and need replacing or 

repair.  The issues found were:  repair and calibrate footage reel, clean and reset vacuum relief 

valves, A/C unit repair, replace cylinder and re-adjust boom and gaskets, replace vacuum hose 

and fuel sender.  The motor has a rough idle and is in the process of being diagnosed.  Total 

repairs will be around the $10,000 mark which is what we budgeted for 2020.  This truck has 

been pretty solid and this is the biggest repair since purchased.  We anticipate getting another 

5 years of service out of it before we look to trade in for a replacement. 

The main electrical service breaker replacement for the treatment plant was postponed for 

January 20th due to the rain and thaw event around New Year’s Eve which increased the flow 

to the treatment plant above two million gallons per day.   We did not have the capacity to hold 

the excess water for the forecasted five hour power outage.  We have rescheduled for February 

24th.   

The Department of Natural Resources has finally submitted the proposal to lower the 

phosphorus limit for the Upper Fox/Wolf River watershed to the Environmental Protection 

Agency on January 21, 2020.  The EPA will more than likely post their ruling in March or April.  

When finalized, the DNR will contact all treatment facilities with the new phosphorus limits.  

When I get the final ruling I will report to you the timetable for compliance and what will be 

best for the ratepayers of New London. 

I am currently working on categorizing and pinpointing areas of the sewer system that need 

repair and are sources of clear water infiltration due to groundwater or sump pump discharges.  

When complete Chad, Luke and I will be meeting with McMahon to get a plan of action to 

repair the problem areas.   

Digester Update: 

The cover and digester walls have been repaired and coated with epoxy.  The cover was placed 

back into the digester on January 16th.  All connections have been made and soon will be filled 

and reseeded.  Many of the controls and electronics are still not integrated into the SCADA 

system. Due to the fumes and tarps covering the controls we have to wait for the painters to 

finish coating the walls in the heat exchanger room so we can monitor and adjust the heating of 

the digester contents manually.  We hope to have this completed by the seventh of February. 



 

 

The majority of the upgrade is completed.  By January 31st the mechanical work should be 

completed.  Electrical and controls will probably be complete by the middle of February.  

Painting should be done by the end of February. Substantial completion should be done by 

March 15th.  Landscaping will be done in the spring. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

One thing we discovered after the new sludge recirculation pumps were installed is there was 

no access point to flush the lines in case debris or rags became plugged in the line.  We had 

August Winter install two flushing ports before the pumps on each digester line.  With 

scheduled flushing events we hope that this will eliminate any plug from occurring in the 

future.  Work and materials was under $5,000 which I took out of the 2020 budget to not incur 

a 15% increase due to engineering costs and other mark ups associated with the project. 

 



 

 

        Wohlt Cheese 

Month 

Flow BOD TSS Phos. 

gals mg/L lbs mg/L lbs mg/L lbs 

Jan 13144 704 82 382 45 18.4 2.2 

Feb               

Mar               

April               

May               

June               

July               

Aug               

Sept               

Oct               

Nov               

Dec               

Ave 13144 704 82 382 45 18.4 2.2 

Max 13144 704 82 382 45 18.4 2.2 

Min 13144 704 82 382 45 18.4 2.2 

 
       

 
       

Influent 

Month 

Flow BOD TSS Phos. 

mgd mg/L lbs mg/L lbs mg/L lbs 

Jan 1.4183 148 1895 164 1888 3.5 40.4 

Feb               

Mar               

April               

May               

June               

July               

Aug               

Sept               

Oct               

Nov               

Dec               

Ave 1.4183 148 1895 164 1888 3.5 40.4 

Max 1.4183 148 1895 164 1888 3.5 40.4 

Min 1.4183 148 1895 164 1888 3.5 40.4 

 



 

 

         Effluent 

Month 

Flow BOD TSS Phos. Fecal 
Coliform mgd mg/L lbs mg/L lbs mg/L lbs 

Jan 1.6396 3 47 4 54 0.3 4.4   

Feb                 

Mar                 

April                 

May                 

June                 

July                 

Aug                 

Sept                 

Oct                 

Nov                 

Dec                 

Ave 1.6396 3 47 4 54 0.3 4.4   

Max 1.6396 3 47 4 54 0.3 4.4 0 

Min 1.6396 3 47 4 54 0.3 4.4 0 

 

Limit: 25   30   1.0   400 

 

            
  Utility 

Month 

Super- 
natent 

Methane 
Used 

Methane 
Flared 

Natural 
Gas 

City 
Water 

Ferric Rain Electricity 

gal ft
3
 ft

3
 ft

3
 gal gal in   

Jan 7116     48 937 49 0.21   

Feb                 

Mar                 

April                 

May                 

June                 

July                 

Aug                 

Sept                 

Oct                 

Nov                 

Dec                 

Ave 7116     48 937 49 0.21   

Max 7116 0 0 48 937 49 0.21 0 

Min 7116 0 0 48 937 49 0.21 0 

         



 

 

        Hauled Waste 
 

Ammonia 
 Month Holding Septic HSW 

 Month mg/L    Total gals Total gals Total gals 
  Jan 723,450 47,350   
 

Jan 1.6 
 Feb       

 

Feb   
 Mar       

 

Mar   
 April       

 

April   
 May       

 

May   
 June       

 

June   
 July       

 

July   
 Aug       

 

Aug   
 Sept       

 

Sept   
 Oct       

 

Oct   
 Nov       

 

Nov   
 Dec       

 

Dec   
 Total: 723,450 47,350 0 

    $/gal 0.00875 0.02000 0.02000 
    Total: $6,330.19 $947.00 $0.00 
    

        Mercury 
     

Quarterly 
Inf Eff 

     
ug/L ug/L 

     
Jan 

         Feb 
     Mar 
     April 

         May 
     June 
     July 

         Aug 
     Sept 
     Oct 

         Nov 
     Dec 
     Max 0.00 0.00 
     Min 0.00 0.00 
     

 

Limit: 1.30 
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This guideline and attached suggested ordinance is provided to assist the county, town,
city, or village administrator with examining the considerations for ATV routes within
the community.

There are specific statutes and codes that govern routes.  A complete list of the statutes
and codes are provided in the appendix of this guideline.

Original Route Intent - The route is generally recognized as a means to connect
the terminal end of a trail (when it is obstructed by a city, village, river, railroad track or
other impediment) back to the trail on the other side of the obstruction.

Route - A Route is a highway or sidewalk designated for use by ATV operators by the
governmental agency having jurisdiction.  Routes are identified at the beginning
point by a 24"X18" sign showing a white silhouette of an ATV on a green
background.   White directional arrows (12"X9") on a green background, show
the continuation of the route.

Trail   - A trail is a marked corridor on public property or on private lands subject to
public easement or lease, designated for use by all–terrain vehicle operators by
the governmental agency having jurisdiction, but excluding roadways of
highways except those roadways which are not seasonally maintained for motor
vehicle traffic.  Trails are identified by 6"X6" signs showing a white silhouette of
an ATV on a brown background.

State law does not allow ATV residential or lodging access within communities in the
manner that is afforded to snowmobile users.  However, significant trends involving
routes have been seen within several communities recently.  These trends are in two
forms; 1) Attempt to mimic the snowmobile statutes by opening all town roads to ATV
use, 2) Create routes for meaningful riding experiences or as total means of ATV
recreation.  Providing the latter as a riding experience is generally contrary to the original
route purpose, safety practices and machine design.  Regardless of the trend's purpose,
neither of these route types is created in the context of the original route function.  But, is
that all bad?  Deciding whether these types of (route) uses hold positive or negative
effects greatly depends on individual circumstances within the community.  It is difficult
to broad brush either trend good or bad, but loosely, both trends raise concerns for the
Department of Natural Resources (DNR), which is charged with the ATV safety and law
enforcement components.

Before we begin to discuss the finer points of routes, signage and legal requirements, we
should first discuss the unsaid and perhaps the intangibles that affect ATVers, routes,
communities and of course you, the administrator.

There are several of these intangible issues that will affect ATV use in your county and as
the community administrator it is incumbent upon you to consider each area carefully.
Some of the considerations are; Safety & Liability, Law Enforcement, Tourism &
Community Acceptance.
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Safety & Liability

The single most important route consideration will be the safety of all ATV riders,
pedestrians, bicyclist, automobile operators and others.  As the administrator and
potentially the advocate for the adoption of a route, you should know certain things about
ATVs and the way they handle so that you can make informed recommendations.

It seems simple enough that ATV routes will likely increase ATV user participation.
With that said, you might not have considered that the ATV riding public would be
subject to more frequent intermingling with automobiles.  The more automobiles and
ATVs mix the higher the risk to each party, especially when you consider the following;

Many of the ATVs in use today are not equipped with brake lights; taillamps yes, but not
brake lights; this includes currently produced machines.  When you realize this fact you
can certainly see mixing ATVs with motor vehicles in a very different light.

The lack of brake lights complicates a young rider's multitasking skills when coupled
with the need to use both hands to handle the ATV and the need to use hand signals.  Add
this to required braking, (needed) quick decision-making skills and you can have a very
confused rider, not to mention an unsafe one.

• You should note that the DNR has concerns about increasing the use of ATVs on
roadways with a broad-brush approach.  The entire engineering makeup of an all-
terrain vehicle is based on the premise of off-road use.  Specifically, the ATV
tires dictate that the machines be used off the roadway.  All-terrain vehicle tires
are designed to provide tread slip under some conditions, yet provide grip under
others.  The majority of problems associated with roadway accidents are a result
of losing control due to the physics of tire and roadway incompatibility.  The
mere change in the road surface can and does cause crashes when not used
properly.

Considerations should be given to route speed limits when changes in road
surfaces occur.  Changing from pavement to mud, gravel, etc. or any combination
thereof can create a hazardous riding situation if speeds are excessive.  The ATV
will handle differently on each surface.

• An additional complication is noted when all-terrain vehicles are operated with
one set of wheels on the paved portion of the road and the other set of tires on the
non-paved portion of the road.  The wheels on the paved portion grip the roadway
with stress and rotate slower than the wheels on the non-paved surface.  This type
of operation coupled with a turn, slight bump or rut can create a physical upset of
the machine under certain conditions.

ATVs can be used responsibly on paved roadways when precautions are taken to reduce
the crash potential.  Anecdotal accounts by reviewing ordinances have noted route speed
restrictions from 10-25 mph.  Also, when applicable, the ordinances mimic state speed
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restrictions, restricting operation to 10-mph when within 100 feet of pedestrians and
when within 150 feet of a home.  Although it’s required by state statute, route ordinances
have generally restated:

• Headlights and tail lights must be turned on at all times
• Youth under 16 are required to have safety certificates
• All persons under 18 operating and/or riding on an ATV must wear a helmet

Of all the areas that can truly create discomfort for an administrator, it will be in the area
of public safety and the need to act reasonably.  The administrator or town/county official
should be mindful to any area involving the safety of the ATVing public.

Suggestion: Prior to creating a route, consider the amount and type of
automobile traffic the road receives; the potential number
of ATV riders that will use the route, ATV rider age
potential, speeds that can be generated by ATVs, proper
speed limits, stop signs/lights, intersections, pedestrian
traffic, road surfaces (pavement, ice, mud, gravel,).

Law Enforcement

The ATV statutes and codes fall specifically within the DNR's jurisdiction, but that
doesn't mean as much as you might think when considering who actually enforces these
laws.  Certainly, conservation wardens enforce ATV laws and in addition so can an
officer of the state traffic patrol under s. 110.07 (1), inspector under s. 110.07 (3), county
sheriffs/deputies or municipal peace officers.  But, the assumption that conservation
wardens will be the main law-enforcing officers of these laws (routes) will be a mistake
that could cause distress for the administrator later on.

DNR Law Enforcement…

The DNR has 4-position (FTE) equivalents that are dedicated to the ATV program.
These equivalents translate into 7,320 hours.  The hours are distributed among the entire
warden service (209) and are used for a variety of ATV related duties; including law
enforcement, safety education, court, maintenance, accident investigation, public
relations, and other activities.  Unfortunately, this breakdown also translates into roughly
nine hours of enforcement work that is available per warden/ year.  The "DNR-hours
dilemma" is that the agency is not authorized to work time beyond what the legislature
has granted and there has been limited success in acquiring new FTE.  Results: The DNR
must rely heavily on local enforcement efforts.

County Law Enforcement…

The DNR provides grant money to counties for ATV law enforcement purposes.
However, the county sheriff's offices are the only law enforcement branch eligible for the
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grants.  Of the 72 Wisconsin counties, only 18-20 have traditionally participated in the
patrol grant process and only $70,000 state dollars are available for distribution.

Local Law Enforcement…

Local enforcement efforts besides the sheriffs' have generally been limited as well.  Part
of limited enforcement efforts could be because of grant ineligibility: cities and villages
cannot apply.  Additionally, when a city or village determines priorities for deploying
officers and working criminal activity, ATV riding can receive low rankings and can be
even lower on the agency's priority list.  The results can sometimes yield high numbers of
violations, high complaints and low community tolerance - end result - frustration and
trail/route closures.

An additional consideration - Most towns do not employ their own law enforcement
officers as do cities and villages.  Creating a route in the township, away from the city or
village, places additional law enforcement responsibility upon the DNR and/or sheriff
patrols.  Under current conditions increased coverage is not likely to be available.

To be successful, local law enforcement must support the use of ATVs and the use of a
route(s) or at least commit to help keep problems to a minimum.  If law enforcement is
not available to handle the problems that may occur with associated/increased use, you
will suffer the effects of poor planning even if the route is later removed.

Suggestion: Consider your law enforcement resources carefully prior to
creating a route.

Tourism & Community Acceptance

ATV use within the community has been on the increase, and at times it's been increasing
despite the lack of trails and or routes.  One of the benefits of having an ATV trail
interrupted by a city is that a properly placed route can divert ATV traffic to local
businesses as long as the route passes adjacent to the businesses.  Restaurants, motels, gas
stations and chambers of commerce can see a substantial increase in foot traffic that is
delivered via ATV.  There are both pros and cons to the diverted ATV use in the business
community.

• ATVs use can bring tourism dollars to the business.
• Increased ATV use in the city/village can bring congestion, which in turn will

create frustrations for automobile operators and ATVers.
• At times, ATV users may take shorts cuts with automobile right of way laws.
• Increased ATV use among automobile traffic increases apprehensions about

risking vehicular collisions, not only for citizens, but law enforcement as well.
• A small number of ATV users will take liberty by "exploring" areas/roads away

from the route and will create a negative image for all ATV users.
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Route signing must be clear to everyone.  Adjustments may be necessary if ATV users
constantly become lost or stray from the route.  This should not be a problem with a
properly posted route.

The use of posted signs showing NO ATVs can prevent problems ahead of time.
However, once you begin to use a system of signs, you must stay with it.  The
Trail Signing Handbook (PUB-CF- 023) will provide the proper guidance for

posting legally required signs.  Review your routes - the ATVer may be confused if you
post the NO ATV sign at some intersecting roads and then fail to place them at others.
Inconsistency may give the impression that it's okay to ride there.

Look beyond your own community and attempt to determine the effects a route will have
on adjoining towns, cities or villages or county, state or federal lands.   Will the other
town/city/village accept the dead-end traffic to their jurisdiction?   Will the route end up
connecting to another route or trail?  Does the route fulfill the original intentions of the
route concept?

Suggestion: Consider carefully, the totality of the circumstances; law
enforcement needs/requirements, community acceptance,
tourism benefits and safety (vehicle and ATV) prior to
creating a route. Consider the long term results and/or
comments (pros and cons) that you might receive, or the
comments town officials and law enforcement may receive.
Consider ATV traffic that may unintentionally divert from
the route to business services that are not directly adjacent
to the route.

MEETING THE LEGAL REQUIREMENTS FOR ROUTES

Process

A. When the route ordinance has been passed/approved by the local
jurisdiction, the clerk of jurisdiction MUST send a copy of the
route/ordinance to:

Department of Natural Resources
ATTN: ATV Section
P.O. Box 7921,
Madison, WI 53707

B. The clerk of jurisdiction MUST also send a copy of the route/ordinance to
the law enforcement agency having jurisdiction over the highway(s).
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C. The unit of government that designated the route SHALL post the proper
route signs or ensure that it is done.  Sometimes the county, town, city or
village, while maintaining supervisory responsibility, designates this task
to an ATV club or an ATV association.  Ultimately the designating unit of
government is responsible for signing the route.

NOTE: Failure to sign the route, yet allowing ATVs to operate, sets a
dangerous stage for litigation to follow any ATV accident that
occurs on the unsigned route.

Failure to sign a route also creates very difficult enforcement situations.  Law
enforcement officers, especially state officers or county officers who may not be
as closely connected to the city or village activities, won't always know that a
route/ordinance has been adopted.  In fact, this is more likely to be the case than
not.  If this circumstance arises and the officer observes an ATV operating on a
roadway (unsigned route), the instinctual response is to determine the lawfulness
of the operation.  Even though the operator may feel that he/she is legally
operating pursuant to the route allowances (which are written on paper only), the
person may in fact be violating the law.  The governing body that failed to place
the signs is also culpable.  Keep in mind that if an ATV route/ordinance is passed,
the ATVers will likely be the first to know of it and will attempt to use it
immediately.

A citation issued under these circumstance immediately draws negative attention
to the governing body that created the route and every official that deals with the
charge; including the judge and the officer.

The DNR does not have ordinance review authority over routes or the ordinances
governing routes, but suggestions are made when inconsistencies are found .

A complete set of guidelines for signing trails can be located in the
Department of Natural Resources "Trail Signing Handbook" Publication
number PUB-CF-023.

GRANTS AND REIMBURSEMENTS - ELIGIBILITY (PAYING FOR
SIGNS)

The cost of the initial set of route signs (to and from a trail and/or from a trail to services
and back to a trail) is eligible for grant funds.  However, you should know that the DNR
distributes available funds using a ranking system.  Most of the grant applications (for
route signs) do not rank high enough to receive priority during the grant distribution
setting process.  Therefore, the county, town, city or village is often left with paying for
the signs completely.  This result often places the unit of government in a difficult
position to make a conscious decision "To sign or Not to sign."  Taking the later
approach is tempting, especially when the all town roads have been opened as a route.
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The DNR discourages towns from managing routes in this manner.  The cost for
maintaining a route is not a reimbursable expense.

NOTE: Merely placing one sign at the village, city or town limits and attempting to
notify the public that the entire set of roads within the jurisdiction are
considered routes, will not be sufficient to comply with the route-signing
requirements.  Each road designated as a route must be marked in
accordance with the route-signing handbook Pub-CF-023 99Rev.

The Grant Application process is  -
ü Complete and submit form 8700-159, which includes a brief description of your

project and a breakdown of the type of sign, quantity, and price.  This must be
accompanied by the following documents:

ü An ordinance passed by the municipality at a formal meeting,
ü A map of the municipality identifying the roads being opened, where services are

and where signs are being proposed, and
ü A resolution approving the municipality’s participation in the program (a sample

is on the back of 8700-159).

Applications must be received by April 15 of each year.  Funding is based upon
priorities.

NOTE:  Before completing your ordinance or application, it is recommended that
your talk to your Community Services Specialist and/or local warden about
the project.
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SUGGESTED ATV ROUTE/ORDINANCE FORMAT

All-Terrain Vehicle Route

Village of Dunn, Dane County

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING ALL-TERRAIN VEHICLE ROUTES AND
REGULATING THE OPERATION OF ALL TERRAIN VEHICLES

Section I - Intent

The Village of Dunn, Dane County adopts the following all-terrain vehicle route
for the operation of all-terrain vehicles upon the roadways listed in Section III.

Following due consideration of the recreational value to connect trail
opportunities and weighted against possible dangers, public health, liability
aspects, terrain involved, traffic density and history of automobile traffic, this
route(s) has been created.

Section II - Statutory Authority

This route is created pursuant to village authority under section 1.1.01 as
authorized by 23.33 (8) (b), Wis. Stats.

The applicable provisions of 23.33 regulating ATV operation pursuant to routes
are adopted.

Section III - Routes

The following roads are designated as routes

A. Clancy Road, beginning at Road 1 and ending at Town Line Road.
B. Johnsonville Lane in its entirety.
C. Said routes are further described and identified by the attached map.

Section IV - Conditions

As a condition for the use of this route, the following conditions shall apply to all
operators (and passengers);

A. All ATV operators shall observe posted roadway speed limits.
B. All ATV operators shall ride single file.
C. All ATV operators shall slow the vehicle to 10-mph or less when

operating within 150 feet of a dwelling.
D. Routes must be signed in accordance with NR 64.12, and NR 64.12(7)c.
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Section V  - Enforcement

This ordinance shall be enforced by any law enforcement officer authorized to
enforce the laws of the state of Wisconsin.

Section VI - Penalties

Wisconsin state All-Terrain Vehicle penalties as found in s. 23.33 (13) (a) Wis.
Stats., are adopted by reference.

Section VII - Severability

The provision of this ordinance shall be deemed severable and it is expressly
declared that the County/Town/City/Village would have passed the other
provisions of this ordinance irrespective of whether or not one or more provisions
may be declared invalid.  If any provision of this ordinance or the application to
any person or circumstances is held invalid, the remainder of the ordinance and
the application of such provisions to other persons circumstances shall not be
deemed affected.

Section VIII - Effective Date

This ordinance becomes effective upon passage and publication.

Passed this 10th Day of January 2010

Dunn Village Clerk

___________________________________________
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All-Terrain Vehicle ____________________

_________________________ of ______________________

AN ORDINANCE DESIGNATING ____________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Section I - Intent

The  ___________________________________ of _______________________
adopts the following all-terrain vehicle ordinance/route for the operation of all-
terrain vehicles upon the roadways listed in Section III.

Following due consideration of the recreational value to connect trail
opportunities and weighted against possible dangers, public health, liability
aspects, terrain involved, traffic density and history of automobile traffic, this
ordinance has been created.

Section II - Statutory Authority

This route is created pursuant to _________________________________
authority under ________________________ as authorized by 23.33 (8) (b), Wis.
Stats.

Optional - the provisions of 23.33 are adopted.

Section III - Routes

The following roads are designates as routes;

A. ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

B. ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________

C. Said routes are further described and identified by the attached map.

Section IV - Conditions

As a condition for the use of this route, the following conditions shall apply to all
operators (and passengers where applicable);

A. ____________________________________________________________
B. ____________________________________________________________
C. Routes must be signed in accordance with NR 64.12, and NR 64.12(7)c.
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Section V  - Enforcement

This ordinance shall be enforced by any law enforcement officer of the
______________________________________, _________________________
County, Wisconsin.

Section VI - Penalties

Wisconsin state All-Terrain Vehicle penalties as found in s. 23.33 (13) (a) Wis.
Stats., are adopted by reference.

Section VII - Severability

The provision of this ordinance shall be deemed severable and it is expressly
declared that the __________________________ would have passed the other
provisions of this ordinance irrespective of whether or not one or more provisions
may be declared invalid.  If any provision of this ordinance or the application to
any person or circumstances is held invalid, the remainder of the ordinance and
the application of such provisions to other persons circumstances shall not be
deemed affected.

Section VIII - Effective Date

This ordinance becomes effective upon passage and publication.

Passed this _____________Day of _______________, 20_____

______________________, Clerk

___________________________________________
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Appendix B

ATV ROUTES

A Reference of Statutes and Codes

23.33(1)(c) "All-terrain vehicle ROUTE" means a highway or sidewalk
designated for use by all-terrain vehicle operators by the
governmental agency having jurisdiction as authorized under
this section.

23.33 (4) Operation on or near highways.

(d) Operation on roadway. A person may operate an all-terrain
vehicle on the roadway portion of any highway only in the
following situations:

4. On roadways which are designated as all-terrain vehicle
ROUTES. Operation of all-terrain vehicles on a roadway
which is an all-terrain vehicle ROUTE is authorized only
for the extreme right side of the roadway except that left
turns may be made from any part of the roadway which is
safe given prevailing conditions.

(e) Operation adjacent to roadway. A person may operate an all-
terrain vehicle adjacent to a roadway on an all-terrain vehicle
ROUTE or trail if the person operates the all-terrain vehicle in
the following manner:

23.33 (8) ROUTES and trails.

(a) Department authority. The department shall encourage
and supervise a system of all-terrain vehicle ROUTES
and trails. The department may establish standards and
procedures for certifying the designation of all-terrain
vehicle ROUTES and trails.

(b) ROUTES. A town, village, city or county may designate
highways as all-terrain vehicle ROUTES. No state trunk
highway or connecting highway may be designated as an
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all-terrain vehicle ROUTE unless the department of
transportation approves the designation.

(d) Restrictions. The designating authority may specify
effective periods for the use of all-terrain vehicle
ROUTES and trails and may restrict or prohibit the
operation of an all-terrain vehicle during certain periods
of the year.

(e) Signs. The department, in cooperation with the
department of transportation, shall establish uniform all-
terrain vehicle ROUTE and trail signs and standards.

(f) Interference with signs and standards prohibited.

1. No person may intentionally remove, damage,
deface, move or obstruct any uniform all-terrain
vehicle ROUTE or trail sign or standard or
intentionally interfere with the effective operation
of any uniform all-terrain vehicle ROUTE or trail
sign or standards if the sign or standard is legally
placed by the state, any municipality or any
authorized individual.

2. No person may possess any uniform all-terrain
vehicle ROUTE or trail sign or standard of the
type established by the department for the warning,
instruction or information of the public, unless he
or she obtained the uniform all-terrain vehicle
ROUTE or trail sign or standard in a lawful
manner. Possession of a uniform all-terrain vehicle
ROUTE or trail sign or standard creates a
rebuttable presumption of illegal possession.

23.33 (9) Administration; enforcement; aids.

(b) All-terrain vehicle projects. Any of the following all-
terrain vehicle projects are eligible for funding as a state
all-terrain vehicle project from the appropriation account
under s. 20.370 (1) (ms) or for aid as a nonstate all-
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terrain vehicle project from the appropriation accounts
under s. 20.370 (5) (ct) and (cu):

3. Development of all-terrain vehicle ROUTES or
all-terrain vehicle trails.

4. Development or maintenance of a snowmobile
ROUTE or trail or an off-the-road motorcycle trail
or facility if the ROUTE, trail or facility is open
for use by all-terrain vehicles.

5. Maintenance of all-terrain vehicle ROUTE or all-
terrain vehicle trails.

23.33 (11) Local ordinances.

(a) Counties, towns, cities and villages may enact ordinances
regulating all-terrain vehicles on all-terrain vehicle trails
maintained by or on all-terrain vehicle ROUTES
designated by the county, city, town or village.

(am) Any county, town, city or village may enact an ordinance
which is in strict conformity with this section and rules
promulgated by the department under this section, if the
ordinance encompasses all aspects encompassed by this
section.

(b) If a county, town, city or village adopts an ordinance
regulating all-terrain vehicles, its clerk shall immediately
send a copy of the ordinance to the department and to the
office of any law enforcement agency of the municipality
or county having jurisdiction over any highway
designated as an all-terrain vehicle ROUTE.

23.33 (13) Penalties.

(f). Restoration or replacement of signs and standards. In
addition to any other penalty, the court may order the
defendant to restore or replace any uniform all-terrain
vehicle ROUTE or trail sign or standard that the
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defendant removed, damaged, defaced, moved or
obstructed.

ANNOT. County forest roads open to vehicular traffic are highways that can be
designated as ROUTES under sub. (8) (b). 77 Atty. Gen. 52.
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RULES AND REGULATIONS

NR 64.12 ROUTES.

 (2) “All–terrain vehicle ROUTE” means a highway or sidewalk
designated for use by all–terrain vehicle operators by the
governmental agency having jurisdiction.

NR 64.12 ROUTES.

(1) An all–terrain vehicle ROUTE may be established by a town,
city, village or county by adopting an ordinance designating a
highway as an all–terrain vehicle ROUTE and signing the
highway in accord with s. 23.33 (8), Stats., and rules of the
department.

(2) A town, city, village or county may adopt an ordinance
designating a state trunk highway or connecting highway as an
all–terrain vehicle ROUTE if the department of transportation
approves the designation.

(3) A town, city, village or county may adopt an ordinance
designating a sidewalk of a state trunk highway bridge as an
all–terrain vehicle ROUTE with the approval of the department
of transportation.

(4) A town, city, village or county may designate a ROUTE as an
all–terrain vehicle ROUTE during certain periods of the year
and prohibit the operation of all–terrain vehicles on that
ROUTE during other periods of the year.

(5) All–terrain vehicle operation is not permitted on state trunk
highways or connecting highways except as provided for under
s. 23.33 (4), Stats., or sub. (2) or (3).

(6) No person may operate an all–terrain vehicle on a restricted all–
terrain vehicle ROUTE during any period of the year when the
operation of all–terrain vehicles is prohibited.
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(7) Signs for all–terrain vehicle ROUTES on highways and
sidewalks designated for use by the governmental unit having
jurisdiction as authorized under s. 23.33 (8), Stats., shall meet
he following requirements:

(a) The all–terrain vehicle ROUTE sign shall have a
reflectorized white symbol, border and message on a
reflectorized green background. The standard and
minimum size of this sign shall be 24"X18". The sign,
including the stylized all–terrain vehicle symbol and the
word message “ATV ROUTE”, shall conform to the
standard design on file in the department of
transportation.

(b) The directional arrow marker (M7 series) shall have a
reflectorized white arrow and border on a reflectorized
green background. The standard and minimum size of a
directional arrow shall be 12"X9".

(c) An all–terrain vehicle ROUTE sign with directional
arrow, where appropriate, shall be placed at the
beginning of an all–terrain vehicle ROUTE and at such
locations and intervals as necessary to enable all–terrain
vehicle operators to follow the ROUTE.
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ALL TERRAIN VEHICLE ROUTE SIGN AND ARROWS
(M–7 SERIES)

GREEN REFLECTORIZED BACKGROUND WITH WHITE
REFLECTORIZED LETTERS, SYMBOLS, AND BORDER

(d) All–terrain vehicle ROUTE signing shall be done by or
under the direction of and is the responsibility of the unit
of government which designates the all–terrain vehicle
ROUTE.

NR 64.14 All–terrain vehicle trail aid.

(1) DISTRIBUTION. The department shall distribute all–terrain
vehicle project aids on the basis of a priority system according
to the following priority ranked purposes;

(a) Maintenance of existing approved all–terrain vehicle
areas and trails, including ROUTES;

(e) Acquisition of land in fee and development of new all–
terrain vehicle areas and trails, including ROUTES.
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(2m) MAINTENANCE OF ROUTES. The department may provide
state aid up to 100% of the cost of the purchase of all–terrain
vehicle ROUTE signs and arrows, trail crossing warning signs,
and signs briefly explaining the intoxicated all–terrain vehicle
operator law. All–terrain vehicle ROUTES, whether a part of
an approved all–terrain vehicle trail or not, are not eligible for
per mile maintenance payments under sub. (2).

(6) Development

(d) The department shall distribute aids for all–terrain
vehicle areas and trail development projects, including
ROUTES, considering the following criteria:

1. All–terrain vehicle ROUTES, areas and trails in
counties where ROUTES, areas, and trails are in
short supply in comparison to demand.

2. All–terrain vehicle ROUTES and trails that
provide connecting loops or origin–destination
segments over dead end segments.

3. All–terrain vehicle ROUTES or trails that provide
connections from one jurisdiction to another.

4. All–terrain vehicle ROUTES and trails that have
potential for year round use.

5. All–terrain vehicle ROUTES, areas and trails to
be developed on publicly owned land or land under
easements or other agreements for 3 years or
greater.



ATV Route Guideline and Suggestions

(A Community Official's Handbook)

C:\DOCUME~1\hodger\LOCALS~1\Temp\Administrators ATV Route Guideline and Suggestion Manual.doc22

MISCELLANEOUS STATUTES and references

84.02(1) Designation. The system of highways known as the trunk highway system
heretofore selected and laid out by the legislature and by the highway commission and by
special legislative state trunk highway committees and approved by said highway
commission and as revised, altered and changed by and under authority vested by law in
the highway commission, is hereby validated and confirmed and designated the state
trunk highway system but without prejudice to the exercise of the power given to change
such system, and all acts by which parts of said system were heretofore adopted or
declared to be trunk highways are confirmed and validated. Section 80.32 (2) does not
apply to the state trunk highway system.

84.02(11) Connecting highways. The state trunk highway system shall not include the
marked routes thereof over the streets or highways in municipalities which the
department has designated as being connecting highways. Those municipal streets or
highways so excluded as state trunk highways but marked as such and designated as
connecting highways are further described and the aids determined therefor under s.
86.32.

84.29 National system of interstate highways.

86.32(1) The department may designate, or rescind the designation of, certain marked
routes of the state trunk highway system over the streets or highways in any municipality
for which the municipality will be responsible for maintenance and traffic control and the
maintenance and operation of any swing or lift bridge. Such maintenance, operation and
traffic control of the connecting highways and swing and lift bridges shall be subject to
review and approval by the department. Those marked routes of the state trunk highway
system designated as connecting streets prior to July 1, 1977, shall become the
connecting highways in municipalities which are eligible for aids payments under this
section. The character of travel service provided by a route, uniformity of maintenance,
the effect on the maintaining agency, and the municipality's maintenance capability will
be considerations by the secretary, in cooperation with the municipalities and counties in
making changes in the connecting highways of the state trunk highway system in
municipalities. The decision of the secretary to designate or rescind a designation may be
appealed to the division of hearings and appeals, which may affirm, reverse or modify the
secretary's decision.

340.01 (22) "Highway" means all public ways and thoroughfares and bridges on the
same. It includes the entire width between the boundary lines of every way open to the
use of the public as a matter of right for the purposes of vehicular travel. It includes those
roads or driveways in the state, county or municipal parks and in state forests which have
been opened to the use of the public for the purpose of vehicular travel and roads or
driveways upon the grounds of public schools, as defined in s. 115.01 (1), and institutions
under the jurisdiction of the county board of supervisors, but does not include private
roads or driveways as defined in sub. (46).
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340.01 (60) "State trunk highway" means any highway designated pursuant to s. 84.02 or
84.29 as part of the state trunk highway system, exclusive of connecting highways.

To view the state truck highway system, see "Official State Trunk Highway System
Maps," Wisconsin Dept of Transportation, Division of Transportation Infrastructure
Development

State Trunk Highways

"The Department of Transportation's (DOT) state trunk highway program is responsible
for the  construction, improvement and maintenance of the state’s 11,752 mile trunk
highway system."

"The responsibility for roads and highways is divided between local governments and the
state.   The state generally has jurisdiction over arterial roads, which function as
corridors for interstate and interregional travel.  This network is called the state trunk
highway system.  Generally, counties are responsible for collector roads, which serve
short distance, intraregional traffic or provide connections between arterial roads and
local roads.   Municipalities are responsible for local roads, such as residential streets
and town roads, which provide property access and short distance, local mobility
services.  Jurisdiction does not always follow this functional classification.  For instance,
a county road can begin to function as an arterial highway if traffic patterns change.
However, current DOT policy is to align jurisdictional responsibilities with functional
classifications whenever possible."

"Although state highways comprise only 10.5% of total road mileage, they carry 59.7%
of the total traffic volume.  Of the 11,752 miles of state highway in the system, about 87%
are rural, 8% are urban and 5% are considered connecting highways."

Connecting Highways

"Connecting highways are state trunk highways that lie within the corporate limits of
larger municipalities."

"State Trunk highway and Connecting Highways" - Source - John Dyck Wisconsin Legislative Fiscal
Bureau, Madison, WI, 2001
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Appendix C



On June 1, 2010 the Wisconsin  
Legislature published laws that allow ATVs to be 
used on roadways for the  
purposes of snow removal if they have a snow 
removal device attached.   
See the full law at:  
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/
acts/09Act367.pdf 
 
Other Provisions: 
A city, village, or town may enact an  
ordinance authorizing the operation of ATVs 
with snow removal devices (that are operating 
for snow removal purposes) on roads where the 
speed limit is greater than 45 mph, if the road is 
located within the territorial boundaries of that 
city, village, or town; regardless of who has  
jurisdiction over the particular roadway. 
 
ATVs operating within 150 feet of a dwelling 
devoted to human occupancy are required to 
slow their ATVs to 10 mph under current law. 
 
ATVs are required to have their headlights on at 
all times while operating on any road.  ATV 
headlights must be able to illuminate an object 
at least 200 feet away.  Taillights must be visible 
from at least 500 feet away during the hours of 
darkness.  Operators must be certain that their 
snow removal equipment does not interfere 
with these legal lighting requirements. 
 
ATVs must have current Public Use  
Registration while operating on public road‐
ways, public road right of ways or on public 
sidewalks. 
 
Children under age 18 are required to wear  
helmets while operating ATVs off of private 
property that is owned by their parents or legal 
guardians.  

ATVs and Snow 
Removal 

 
WISCONSIN 

ATV‐Snow Removal  
Laws ‐ NEW 

 

 

For more information, 
Contact the DNR at: 

 
1‐888‐936‐7463 or 
http://dnr.wi.gov/contact 

 
 

Other Helpful Information: 

 
For ATV Safety Education and registration  

information, visit:   
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cs/Registrations/ATV.htm  

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/acts/09Act367.pdf�
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/acts/09Act367.pdf�
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/acts/09Act367.pdf�
http://www.legis.state.wi.us/2009/data/acts/09Act367.pdf�
http://dnr.wi.gov/org/caer/cs/Registrations/ATV.htm�


 

General Overview: 
A person may operate an ATV with a snow 
removal device attached, for snow removal 
purposes and under the  
following situations: 
 
• on a public sidewalk, speed may not  
    exceed 5 mph 
 
• on or adjacent to a roadway which is not a 
freeway, speed may not exceed 15 mph  

 
• only on roadways where the motor vehi‐
cle speed limit is 45 mph or less  

 
• only on the far right hand side of the road 
 
• on roads that are posted ATV Routes and 
currently open to use of ATVs 

 
• the operator must be 16 years or older 
and if born after December 31, 1987, a 
valid ATV Safety Certificate is also re‐
quired 

 
• only between October 1 and April 30 for 
the purpose of removing snow 

 
• for a distance not to exceed 2 miles from 
your original starting or your unloading 
point 

 
• displaying one or more illuminated, yel‐
low lights that are flashing or rotating and 
visible for 360 degrees  

   ATVs & Snow Removal                  FAQ                 FAQ (cont’d) 

Does this mean I can operate my ATV with a plow 
to the gas station or the grocery store?   
NO.  Operation is only allowed on roadways to 
travel to a site where you will be removing snow.  
It would be O.K. if you are under contract to  
remove the snow at the gas station or grocery 
store, and that is why you are operating your ATV 
there. 
 
What if the site where I am planning to remove 
snow is farther than the 2 mile limit? 
Unfortunately, you may not exceed the 2 mile 
travel limit.  You would have to trailer or transport 
your ATV to the site or within 2 miles of the site. 
 
I will be traveling from my house to a snow re‐
moval site that is 1.5 miles away.  I then want to 
travel another 1.5 miles to another snow removal 
site?  They are both within 2 miles of each other.  
Am I legal?  
NO.  The 2 mile distance restriction is from your 
original starting or unloading point.  Since you 
would be traveling a total of 3 miles, you would not 
be legal. 
 
I am plowing multiple sites that are all within 2 
miles of my house, but I end up traveling a total of 
8 miles throughout the day.  Am I legal? 
YES.  This would be legal since all the sites are 
within 2 miles of your house, you are O.K. 
 
If it is snowing hard and the snow is too deep to 
operate at the far right hand side of the road?  Can I 
operate in the middle of the road where the cars 
have broken a trail? 
NO.  ATVs are only allowed to operate on the far 
right hand side of the road.  You should wait until 
the snow is removed from the road before  
proceeding. 
 
 

Can I just cruise around on the roads within 2 
miles of my house, looking for snow plow 
jobs? 
NO.  You are only allowed to operate on the 
road if you are traveling to a specific site 
where you have already planned to remove 
snow.  
 
I typically just plow my driveway and my 
neighbor’s driveway 100 feet away, do I still 
need to have a yellow light and follow all the 
other ATV – snow removal rules? 
YES.  Previously, it was illegal to operate on 
any roads for snow removal except for roads 
legally opened as ATV Routes.  All  
requirements must be followed; many of 
them are for the safety of everyone. 
 
I am from out‐of‐state, but have property in 
Wisconsin.  Can I operate on the roads to r 
emove snow if I am displaying an out‐of‐state 
ATV Trail Pass? 
NO.  Trail Passes do not cover this type of ATV 
operation.  You will need to register your ATV 
for Wisconsin Public Use. 
 
I live in one community but use my ATV to 
plow snow in another community.  Can I 
trailer my ATV to another community and 
then operate on roads to get to my snow plow 
jobs if they are within 2 miles of my  
unloading point? 
YES.  You may travel on roadways for up to 2 
miles from your unloading or starting point, 
for the purposes of snow removal. 
 
I just plow my driveway and sidewalk but do 
not operate on the road, do I need Public ATV 
Registration or is just Private ATV  
Registration O.K.? 
YES.  Private registration is legal for snow 
removal if you are only operating on your 
own private property. 

Definition:  A “snow removal device” means an  
attachment designed and installed for the  
purpose of removing snow, such as a plow 
blade, blower, bucket, or brush. 
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What’s New?
For the most updated version of the regulations, view them online at dnr.

wi.gov. Here’s a brief synopsis of the most recent law changes:

ATV Route Signing Requirements
 Additional options for ATV route sign posting have been created. All 
route sign posting is regulated by the Wisconsin Department of 
Transportation.  For more information visit:  wisconsindot.gov and 
search keyword "ATV". 
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Accident  —  A crash involving an ATV is any accident (regardless 
of the number of vehicles involved) which results in a fatality 
or an injury that requires medical treatment by a physician.

Accompanied  —  Subject to continuous verbal direction or 
control, but not necessarily on the same machine.

Agricultural Purpose  —  a purpose related to the 
transportation of farm implements, equipment, supplies, or 
products on a farm or between farms. Operation between 
a dwelling and a farm or piece of non-agricultural property 
does not meet this definition unless the dwelling is on the 
same piece of property as the farm.

All-terrain vehicle (ATV)  —  a commercially designed and 
manufactured motor-driven device that has a weight, without 
fluids, of 900 pounds or less, has a width of 50 inches or 
less, is equipped with a seat designed to be straddled by the 
operator and on 3 or more low-pressure or non-pneumatic 
tires. See also: Small ATV.

Dealer  —  a person engaged in the sale of all-terrain vehicles for 
a profit at wholesale or retail.

Designated Adult  —  parent, guardian or adult designated by the 
parent or guardian.

DNR  —  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
DOT  —  Department of Transportation.
Golf cart  —  a vehicle in which the speed attainable in one mile 

does not exceed 20 mph on a paved, level surface, and that is 
designed and intended to convey one or more persons and 
equipment to play the game of golf in an area designated as a 
golf course.

Highway  —  All public ways, thoroughfares, and bridges on the 
same. It includes the entire width between the boundary lines 
of every way open to the use of the public as a matter of 
right for the purpose of vehicle traffic. Generally Federal and 
State Highways are designated by a number, County highways 
are designated by a letter or letters. Town Highways are 
generally designated by a name.

Hours of Darkness  —  The period of time from ½ hour after 
sunset to ½ hour before sunrise and all other times when 
there is not sufficient natural light to render clearly visible any 
person or vehicle on a highway at a distance of 500 feet.

Immediate Family  —  Persons who are related as spouses, as 
siblings or as parent and child.

Implement of Husbandry  —  A vehicle or piece of equipment 
or machinery designed for agricultural purposes, used 
exclusively in the conduct of agricultural operations and used 
principally off the highway, or a trailer-mounted bulk liquid 
fertilizer container.Land Under The Management And Control 
Of A Person’s Immediate Family  —  Land owned or leased by 
a person or a member of a person’s immediate family over 
which the owner or lessee has management and control. This 
term excludes land owned or leased by an organization of 
which the person or a member of the person’s immediate 
family is a member.

Definitions
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Low-speed Vehicle  —  a motor vehicle that conforms to 
the definition and requirements for low-speed vehicles as 
adopted in the federal motor vehicle safety standards for 
low-speed vehicles under 49 CFR 571.3 (b) and 571.500.

49 CFR 571.3(b)
Title 49:Transportation PART 571 —  FEDERAL MOTOR  
VEHICLE SAFETY STANDARDS § 571.3 Definitions.
(b.) Other definitions.As used in this chapter —  Low-speed vehicle

(LSV) means a motor vehicle,
1. That is 4-wheeled,
2. Whose speed attainable in 1.6 km (1 mile) is more than 32

kilometers per hour (20 miles per hours) and not more
than 40 kilometers per hour (25 miles per hour) on a paved
level surface, and

3. Whose GVWR [gross vehicle weight rating] is less than
1,361 kilograms (3,000 pounds).

§ 571.500 Standard No. 500; Low-speed vehicles.
S1. Scope.This standard specifies requirements for low-

speed vehicles. S2. Purpose.The purpose of this stan-
dard is to ensure that low-speed vehicles operated on 
the public streets, roads, and highways are equipped 
with the minimum motor vehicle equipment appropriate 
for motor vehicle safety.

S3. Applicability.This standard applies to low-speed vehicles. S4. 
[Reserved.]

S5. Requirements.
(a) When tested in accordance with test conditions in S6 and

test procedures in S7, the maximum speed attainable in
1.6 km (1 mile) by each low-speed vehicle shall not more
than 40 kilometers per hour (25 miles per hour).

(b) Each low-speed vehicle shall be equipped with:
1. Headlamps,
2. Front and rear turn signal lamps,
3. Taillamps,
4. Stop lamps,
5. Reflex reflectors: one red on each side as far to the

rear as practicable, and one red on the rear,
6. An exterior mirror mounted on the driver’s side of the

vehicle and either an exterior mirror mounted on the pas-
senger’s side of the vehicle or an interior mirror,

7. A parking brake,
8. A windshield that conforms to the Federal motor

vehicle safety standard on glazing materials (49 CFR
571.205).

9. A VIN that conforms to the requirements of part 565
Vehicle Identification Number of this chapter, and

10. A Type 1 or Type 2 seat belt assembly conforming to
Sec. 571.209 of this part, Federal Motor Vehicle Safe-
ty Standard No. 209, Seat belt assemblies, installed at
each designated seating position.

Definitions
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Mini-truck  —  a motor truck, as defined in s. 340.01 (34), having 
a top speed of not more than 60 mph, and that is all of the 
following:
◊ Powered by an internal combustion engine with a piston or 

rotor displacement of not less than 660 cubic centimeters
◊ Not more than 60 inches wide
◊ Not more thank 1,600 lbs in dry, unloaded weight
◊ Manufactured with a locking enclosed cab and a heated

interior Non-pneumatic tire – a tire that is designed by the
manufacturer to meet all of the following requirements: to
have a minimum width of 6 inches, to have a reinforced
structure, and to not be supported by air pressure.

Operate  —  To exercise physical control over the speed or 
direction of an ATV or UTV or to physically manipulate or 
activate any of the controls of an ATV or UTV necessary to 
put it in motion.

Operator  —  A person who operates an ATV or UTV, who is 
responsible for the operation of an ATV or UTV or who is 
supervising the operation of an ATV or UTV.

Owner  —  A person who has lawful possession of an ATV or 
UTV by virtue of legal title or equitable interest in the 
machine which entitles the person to possession of it.

Private Property  —  Land owned or leased by an individual, 
group of individuals or corporation (not government owned) 
or lands owned by a member of the immediate family 
(spouse, siblings, or parent).A trail, even though crossing 
private property, is not considered private for the purpose of 
enforcement of laws, i.e., registration, OWI etc.

Raceway Facility  —  An area, including a marked warm-up and 
testing area, specifically designated by a sponsor for the 
purpose of conducting a sanctioned race or derby for which 
any required local permits have been obtained.

Renter  —  A person engaged in the rental or leasing of ATVs or 
UTVs to the public.

Roadway  —  That portion of a highway between the regularly 
established curb line or that portion, which is improved, 
designed or ordinarily used for vehicle travel excluding the 
berm or shoulder.

Route  —  A highway or sidewalk designated for use by ATV 
and/or UTV operators by the governmental agency having 
jurisdiction. Routes are identified at the beginning point by 
a sign showing the white silhouette of an ATV on a green 
background. White directional arrows on a green background 
show the continuation of the route.

Sanctioned Race or Derby  —  A competitive event sponsored 
by a county, town, city or village, by a promoter, chamber of 
commerce, ATV/UTV club or other similar organization.

Small All-Terrain Vehicle  —  An all-terrain vehicle that has 
4 wheels and that has either an engine certified by the 
manufacturer at not more than 130 cubic centimeters or 
an equivalent power unit. These machines must be 
registered.

Definitions
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Small Utility Terrain Vehicle  —  means a utility terrain vehicle 
that has 4 wheels and that has either an engine certified by 
the manufacturer at not more than 200 cubic centimeters or 
an equivalent power unit. 

Snow Removal Device  —  an attachment designed and installed 
for the purpose of removing snow, such as a plow blade, 
blower, bucket, or brush Street  —  Every highway within the 
corporate limits of a city or village except alleys.

Town Highway  —  Roads constructed and maintained by the 
towns (generally these roads are signed with names, for 
example Old Town Road).

Trail  —  A marked corridor on public property or on private 
lands subject to public easement or lease, designated for use 
by all-terrain vehicle operators by the governmental agency 
having jurisdiction, but excluding roadways of highways except 
those roadways which are not seasonally maintained for 
motor vehicle traffic. Trails are identified by signs showing a 
white silhouette of an ATV on a brown background.

Used Exclusively on Private Property  —  Use of an ATV by 
its owner or a member of his or her immediate family, only 
on land owned or leased by the all-terrain vehicle owner or a 
member of his or her immediate family.

Utility Terrain Vehicle  —  means any of the following:
• A commercially designed and manufactured motor driven device

that does not meet federal motor vehicle safety standards in effect
on July 1, 2012, that is not a golf cart, low-speed vehicle, dune buggy, 
mini-truck, or tracked vehicle, that is designed to be used primarily
off of a highway, and that has, and was originally manufactured with, 
all of the following:
◊ A net weight, without fluids, of 2,000 pounds or less.
◊ Four or more low pressure or non-pneumatic tires.
◊ A steering wheel.A tail light.
◊ A brake light.
◊ Two headlights.
◊ A width of not more than 65 inches.
◊ A system of seat belts, or a similar system, for restraining

each occupant of the device in the event of an accident.
◊ A system of structural members designed to reduce the

likelihood that an occupant would be crushed as the result
of a rollover of the device.

Validated Receipt  —  a copy of your ATV/UTV Registration 
Application (form 9400-376) “validated” (stamped PAID) by 
a DNR office authorized validation site or, if purchased from 
a Wisconsin dealer, a copy of the registration application 
signed by the dealer, showing proof that registration has been 
applied for and proper fee paid.

Definitions
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Frequently Asked Questions
Q.  Are all snowmobile trails open for winter ATV use?
A. No. Only certain counties allow ATVs and/or UTVs to operate

on snowmobile trails under certain conditions. Check with the 
County Snowmobile Coordinator to find out if landowner 
agreements have been updated to legally allow ATVs/UTVs.

Q. I can find a helmet small or light enough that my child can wear. 
Is it okay to place my child in a car seat with a bicycle helmet in
a UTV?

A. No. The majority of the ATV/UTV safety laws were written to
regulate ATV/UTV use on off-road trails. If an appropriate, legal
helmet cannot be found for your child, they are most likely too
young to safely transport in a UTV.

Q. Is it legal to have a passenger on an ATV not designed for two
people?

A. Yes, however it is not recommended. Please follow the
manufacturer’s recommendations and do not carry a passenger
unless the ATV is specifically designed for two people.

Q. Can I drive my ATV or UTV on any public road if I display a
slow moving vehicle sign?

A. No. A slow moving vehicle sign may only be used by slow
moving vehicles authorized to be on the road in the first place.
ATVs and UTVs may not be used on every public road. Slow
moving vehicle signs are required for vehicles that usually
operate at speeds less than 25 mph, usually farm machinery.

Q. I’m from out of state. Can I still purchase Wisconsin Public Use
registration? Do I still need to purchase a non-resident trail
pass?

A. Yes, anyone may register their machine for Wisconsin Public
Use registration. Machines displaying valid Public Use registration
don’t have to display a non-resident trail pass.

Q. My machine meets most of the UTV specification, except it
doesn’t have a roll bar. Can I make my own roll bar so it meets
legal UTV specifications?

A. No. Your machine must meet all the legal specifications with
original manufacturer equipment.

Q. I modified my ATV/UTV with a track system.  Can I legally use is on

A. No. Whereas certain snowmobile trails may allow winter ATV/UTV use,
the snowmobile trails?

replacing the tires with tracks has now moved your machine outside of
legal ATV/UTV definition.  Tracked ATVs/UTVs may be used on private
property with permission and on frozen waterways.
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ATV/UTV Clubs/Organizations
Please consider joining a club, your help is needed. By staying on the 
trail you show your respect for the hard work of the local clubs and 
the rights of the property owners who have graciously allowed a trail 
to cross their property.

ATV/UTV Trail Patrol Ambassador
Want to help others while out on the trail? Consider becoming a 
volunteer Trail Patrol Ambassador. Go to www.trailpatrol.com for more 
information.

Registration Information

What Can be Registered as an All-Terrain 
Vehicle?

An ATV must meet all of the following specifications:
• Commercially designed and manufactured
• A motor-driven device
• Dry weight of 900 pounds or less
• Width of 50 inches or less
• Has a seat designed to be straddled
• Travels on 3 or more low-pressure or non-pneumatic tires

What Can’t be Registered as an All-Terrain 
Vehicle?

The following do not meet legal ATV specifications:
• An ATV modified with tracks, skis, etc.
• Machines that can legally be registered as UTVs
• 6-8 wheel amphibious vehicles
• A go cart or golf cart (see Definitions)*
• An off-road motorcycle
• Anything outside the ATV specifications listed above
• A homemade or non-commercially manufactured

machine

What Can be Registered as an UTV?
A UTV must meet all of the following specifications:
• Commercially designed and manufactured
• Four or more low pressure tires or non-pneumatic tires
• Dry weight less than 2,000 lbs
• Steering wheel
• Tail light
• Brake light
• Two headlights
• Max width of 65 inches
• Seat belts for each occupant
• Roll bar or similar structural system or device
Other Vehicles Qualifying as UTVs:
Any machines that would otherwise meet the ATV specifications (see
“What Can Be Registered as an ATV”) except that the weight is more 
than 900 lbs, but less than 2,000 lbs.
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What Cannot be Registered as a UTV?
The following devices do not meet the UTV or ATV definition and 
cannot be registered:
• A motor-driven device that meets federal motor vehicle safety

standards
• a dune buggy
• a UTV modified with tracks, skis, etc.
• a homemade or non-commercially manufactured machine
• a golf cart*
• vehicles that meet the legal definition of a low speed vehicle*
• a mini-truck*

* *See “Definitions”

Registration Requirements
Unless specifically exempt, ALL ATVs and UTVs operated in  
Wisconsin must:

1. display current Wisconsin registration decals, or
2. possess a temporary operating receipt or
3. possess a copy of a signed registration application

from a dealer.

Exception:  ATVs / UTVs displaying valid non-resident trail passes. 

Display— Machines registered with the DNR are issued two decals. 
The decals must be displayed on both sides of the machine, in a posi-
tion which is forward of the operator and visible to law enforcement. 
Until decals are received by mail, operators must possess the tem-
porary operating receipt issued for the machine. Operators should 
carry all necessary registration cards and paperwork with them for 
display to a law enforcement officer upon request.

Registration Options
• Free Registration Weekend—ATVs and UTVs are exempt

from registration and trail pass requirements during the first
full weekend in June. All other laws such as age restrictionsand
required equipment apply.

• Public Use—Valid for legal operation on public trails, road routes
frozen waterways and private property. Not valid for agricultural
use. Valid for up to 2 years, beginning April 1st and expiring two
years later on March 31st. Machines registered for Public Use are
required to display their registration ID number on a rear plate. 
Original: $30, Renewal: $30, Transfer: $5

• Private Use, Agricultural—Allows private registration
for agricultural use if the machine is used for an agricultural
purpose. Agricultural purpose includes a purpose related to
the transportation of farm implements, equipment, supplies, or
products on a farm or between farms. It is valid during operation
on public roads for agricultural purposes, but is not valid for
operation on public, frozen waterways or public lands open to
ATVs/UTVs. Owners may dual register their machines for public
use also. This type of registration remains valid until ownership is
transferred. $15
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• Private Use, Non-Agricultural—For use exclusively on private
property (used on land owned by the applicant or an immediate family 
member). Remains valid until ownership is transferred. $15

• Municipal & Government Use—Used for state, county, city
and village owned ATVs and UTVs. Machines registered for public
use are required to display their registration ID number on a rear
plate (see “Registration ID Plate Requirements”). Note: Government
owned machines clearly displaying the name of the owner are
exempt from displaying registration decals and an ID plate. $5

Rear Registration ID Plate Requirement
All ATVs/UTVs required to register for Public Use shall have a plate 
attached to the rear of the vehicle. Private and Private-Agricultural 
registrations do not need a plate. The plate may be constructed by 
the owner or commercially purchased. Plate specifications must be:
• Minimum of 4 inches high and 7 1/2 inches wide.
• The plate must be white in color and display the four-number and

two-letter registration ID in black characters for the ATV/UTV
issued by the department. The minimum 4” x 7 ½” area must be
white and must only contain the registration ID characters. Plates
may be larger than the minimum size and the area outside the
minimum white area may contain other graphics or colors. The
registration ID numbers are located on the registration decals and
registration certificate card.

• The registration ID numbers shall be a minimum of 1 1/2 inches
in height, and a minimum of a 3/16-inch stroke (width).The plate
may be made from any type of material, but must be visible and in
a legible condition at all times.

In addition to the plate, when received, Public Use registration decals 
must be affixed to each side of the vehicle in a place that is forward 
of the operator and clearly visible to law enforcement.

7 ½ inches

4 inches

WHITE PLATE: 4” H x 7½” W
BLACK LETTERING: 1½” H x 3 ⁄16” stroke (thickness)
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Non-Resident Trail Pass Options
• A temporary operating receipt (printed on plain white paper) will

be issued upon purchase of an annual trail pass and allows the
nonresident to operate immediately. The physical trail pass decal
will arrive in the mail in approximately 2 weeks or less.

• Annual trail passes may be purchased online or over the counter
at select authorized sales locations or by calling WDNR at 1-888-
WDNRINFo (1-888-936-7463). Annual trail passes expire March
31st

• The Non-resident, 5-Day ATV/UTV Trail Pass must be printed from
a personal computer or Go Wild location on plain white paper once 
the purchase is complete. The customer can operate immediately
and will need to carry this document while on the trails.

• There is no decal or sticker issued or required when purchasing
the 5-Day ATV or UTV Trail Pass.

• Nonresident 5-day trail passes may be purchased online or at any
one of many sales locations.

• Annual trail passes must be clearly displayed in a location forward
of the operator

• Machines displaying valid trail passes do not need a rear plate.

Registration Exemptions:
• ATVs/UTVs that have purchased valid trail passes are exempt.
• ATVs/UTVs present in this state for less than 15 days, if used

exclusively as part of an advertisement being made for the
manufacturer of the ATV or UTV, are exempt from registration
and trail pass requirements.

• ATVs/UTVs owned by government agencies and clearly displaying
the name of the owner on the outside of the vehicle are exempt
from registration.

• ATVs/UTVs used exclusively for racing on a raceway facility.

How do I Register my ATV/UTV?
• New or transfers of existing Wisconsin registrations may

be done online, at a DNR Service Center or by mail. Application
must be submitted within 10 days of purchase. Dealerships must
submit application within 5 days of the sale. 

• Renewals may be done online, at any of our sales agents, at a DNR 
Service Center or by mail. 

• Replacement materials may be done online, at a DNR Service
Center or by mail.

Where can I Register?
NOTE: If you are registering your ATV/UTV, you will need to 
provide the weight, width and Vehicle Identification Number. 

Transaction types
• Online — Visit the Go Wild website to complete your new,

transfer, renewal and replacement transactions. 
• Sales agents — More than 1,000 sales agents provide registration

renewal service only. 
• DNR — DNR Service Centers provide full registration service for

new, renewal, replacement and transfer of ATVs/UTVs. 
• By Mail — After completing all requested information on the
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application form (Form 9400-376), make a copy, and mail the 
original application and appropriate fees to the address provided 
on the form. The form is available online or by calling 1-888-936-
7463. To operate, you must wait until your registration decals are 
received and displayed on your machine. It is unlawful to operate 
only with a copy of the application. 

• Temporary Operating Receipt  — Customers who submit
registration applications and payment at a DNR Service Center,
online or at a sales agent will receive a temporary operating
receipt that allows for immediate operation until the registration
decals and certificate are received. Customers who submit their
application and payment by mail will have to wait until they receive
their materials in the mail before they can operate.

Late Fee: There is a $5.00 late fee charged for renewing your ATV/ UTV 
registration after your current registration decal has expired. 

• Lost or destroyed registrations — Choose one of the
registration options above to apply for a replacement certificate
card or expiration decal. 

• Change of address — Within 15 days of changing your address,
you must notify the DNR in writing, stating your new address and
the certificate number for the machine you own. This process is
important to complete so that you receive a registration renewal
notification by mail. You can also change your address by updating
your GoWild account information.  Add your e-mail address and
you will receive renewal notifications for all your recreational
vehicles. 

• ATV/UTV Purchased from a Private Party or Out-of-State 
Dealer — Complete a registration application either online, at a
DNR Service Center or by mail. To operate you must either display 
current registration decals on your machine or carry a temporary
operating receipt.

Transfer of Ownership

• ATVs/UTVs Already Registered in Wisconsin — Complete 
a registration application either online, at a DNR Service Center
or by mail to apply for transfer of ownership within 10 days of
purchase. If the previous owner’s registration is not current, you
must apply for transfer of ownership and renew the registration
before operation. To operate you must either display current
registration decals on your machine or carry a temporary
operating receipt. Transfer fee: $5, Renewal fee: $30.

• ATVs/UTVs Not Previously Registered in
Wisconsin — Complete a registration application either online,
at a DNR Service Center or by mail. To operate you must either
display current registration decals on your machine or carry a
temporary operating receipt. 

• ATV/UTV Purchased from a Wisconsin Dealer — At the 
time of the sale, the Wisconsin dealer will complete and submit a
registration application. You must carry your copy of the application 
form signed by the dealer while operating the machine until your
registration decals and certificate arrive in the mail.



18 • Wisconsin UTV/ATV Regulations Wisconsin UTV/ATV Regulations • 19 

Commercial registration
ATV/UTV dealer definitions and requirements 
• Commercial ATV/UTV Dealer Registration Application

(Form 9400-589)
• Commercial Certificate: Every person who is an ATV or UTV

manufacturer, dealer, distributor, renter or any combination thereof, 
engaged in business in the state shall register with the department
and obtain a Commercial ATV/UTV certificate. 

• The commercial registration fee is $90. A commercial dealer
certificate and three registration decals and certificate cards will
be mailed. 

• Additional Commercial Decals/Cards: Additional registration
decals and certificate cards can be ordered with original and
renewal Commercial Certificate applications. 

• A current Commercial Certificate holder may also order additional
registration decals and certificate cards. The fee for each additional
registration decal is $30 and certificate is $5. 

• Commercial dealers will create or purchase their own plates to
display their commercial decals upon. There is no size or color
requirement for this plate.

• The registration period will begin on April 1 or the date of issuance/
renewal and end on March 31 of the 2nd year following the date
of issuance/renewal. 

• Commercial decals/plates must be displayed on a machine before
it may be operated. Machines may not be operated with a copy of
the Commercial Application form.

• Commercial applicants cannot operate on a temporary operating
receipt.

Dealer/Renter Requirements
A dealer cannot accept a machine for trade-in unless the ATV/
UTV is currently registered either with the DNR or another 
state. Dealers cannot operate on validated applications, the machines 
can only be operated legally when the commercial decal is displayed. 
Commercial registrations expire every two years. Commercial Fee: $90.
Additional Decal Fee: $30

Rental Businesses
• You can’t rent or lease ATVs/UTVs to first-time (new) operators

unless you provide the person instruction on how to operate it.
• You can’t rent or lease a machine to a person under 16.
• You can’t rent or lease a machine to anyone until you verify that all

riders and operators under 18 have a helmet to use.
• All rental businesses must have clean, usable helmets available for

rent to any renter under 18 or any person under 18 who will be
on the rented ATV/UTV. 
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General Age & Safety Certificate Requirements
ATVs and UTVs can be potentially dangerous. They weigh up to 
2,000 lbs and often times capable of reaching high speeds. The 
use of these machines by children should be highly controlled; 
use of safety equipment such as helmets and safety belts should 
be the norm.
Crashes, injuries and deaths can happen in a split second. Close adult 
supervision is recommended to ensure that children are operating 
these machine safely and properly at all times.
A state motor vehicle driver’s license is not required to operate an 
ATV or UTV in Wisconsin.

All-Terrain Vehicles
All ATV operators at least age 12 and born on or after January 1, 1988 
must possess a valid ATV safety certificate issued by this state or any 
other state or province. Operators must be in possession of this cer-
tificate while operating in areas open to the public such as trails, routes 
and frozen waterways and display it to a law enforcement officer upon 
request. Certified operators may transport other passengers.  ATV 
Safety Institute (ASI) certificates are not valid in Wisconsin.

Safety Certificate Exceptions for ATVs:
• No safety certificate is required while operating on private

property owned by the operator’s immediate family.*
• No safety certificate is required for children under the age of 12, 

while operating on other private property with permission if they
are accompanied by a designated adult.*

• No safety certificate is required for children under the age of
12, while operating a small ATV* on a public ATV trail, if they are
accompanied by a designated adult.*

• No children under the age of 12 may operate on a roadway for any 
reason, even to cross. Small ATVs* may be towed with the key off
or otherwise operated by an adult while on roadways.

• No safety certificate is required while operating an ATV or UTV
during a demonstration event* on a closed course. All operators
under the age of 18 must be accompanied by a designated adult.

ATV Supervision Requirement
All ATV safety certified operators age 12-15 must also be accompa-
nied* by an adult while operating on a designated ATV Route except 
for operation for agricultural purposes with adult supervision.

* See “Definitions”

Utility Terrain Vehicles
All UTV operators at least age 12 and born on or after January 1, 
1988 must possess a valid ATV safety certificate issued by this state 
or any other state or province. Operators must be in possession of 
this certificate while operating in areas open to the public such as 
trails, routes and frozen waterways and display it to a law enforce-
ment officer upon request. Certified operators may transport other 
passengers. ATV Safety Institute (ASI) and Recreational Off-Highway 
Vehicle Association (ROVHA) certificates are not valid in Wisconsin.

Small UTV Rule
Children age 12 – 15 years may only operate small UTVs (200 ccs or 
less) on public, off-road ATV trails only. The child may cross roads 
at trail crossings, however no other roadway operation is allowed. 
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Routes. The child must be accompanied by a designated adult and 
possess a valid ATV Safety Certificate. 

Safety Certificate Exceptions:
• No safety certificate is required while operating on private

property under the management and control of the operator’s
immediate family.*

• No safety certificate is required for children under age 12 while
operating on other private property with permission if they are
accompanied by a designated adult.*

• No safety certificate is required for children under the age of 16
while operating for agricultural purposes* if supervised by an adult.

• No safety certificate is required while operating a UTV during a
demonstration event* on a closed course. All operators under the
age of 18 must be accompanied by a designated adult.

• ATV Safety Certification may be obtained by successfully
completing a DNR sponsored ATV safety course.
* See “Definitions”

ATV Safety Certification Courses
• Safety certification is obtained by completing a classroom course

or an Internet course. Internet courses are conducted by two
vendors: www.atvcourse.com and www.offroad-ed.com.

• Prior to Enrolling in a Safety Class you must obtain your own,
individual DNR Customer ID number. DNR Customer ID numbers
are also needed to purchase hunting and fishing licenses and can be
found printed on all licenses.

You can obtain a DNR Customer ID number by:
4. Using the DNR web site
5. Calling DNR Customer Service from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. at

1-888-936-7463
6. Visiting a DNR Service Center during their regularly

scheduled hours.

Agricultural Use
“Agricultural purpose” means a purpose related to the transporta-
tion of farm implements, equipment, supplies, or products on a farm 
or between farms. Operation between a dwelling and a farm or piece 
of non-agricultural property does not meet this definition unless the 
dwelling is on the same piece of property as the farm.
The following laws apply specifically to ATVs/UTVs legally registered 
for “Private – Agriculture”, displaying the corresponding registration 
decal stickers and while being legally used for an “agricultural purpose.”
• ATV/UTV operators may operate on roadways while transporting

farm implements, equipment, supplies, or products on a farm or
between farms in the following manner:
◊ At the extreme right side of the roadway, except for left turns. 
◊ With headlight(s) and taillight(s) activated and visible.
◊ Obeying the roadway speed limit.

• Helmets are not required for agricultural use.
• ATV operators age 12 and born on or after January 1, 1988 may

operate on roadways if they possess a valid ATV Safety Certificate.
• ATV operators under age 12 may not operate on roadways.
• ATV operators under age 12 may operate on private lands if they

are under the supervision of an adult.
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• UTV operators under the age of 16 may operate on private lands
if they are under the supervision of an adult.

• UTV operators age 16 and born on or after January 1, 1988 may
operate on roadways if they possess an ATV Safety Certificate

• No safety certificate is required while operating on property under
the management and control of their immediate family.

Helmet Requirements
We need your help! Each year the majority of all ATV/UTV deaths 
in Wisconsin involve operators that were not wearing a helmet. 
Many of these victims may have survived their injuries had they 
only been wearing a helmet. Please set a good example for chil-
dren and others by always wearing a helmet whether you’re legally 
required to or not.
All ATV/UTV operators and passenger under the age of 18 are re-
quired to wear a minimum DOT standard ATV or motorcycle helmet. 
Bicycle helmets do not meet this requirement.

Helmet Exceptions:
Helmets are not required in the following situations:
• While operating on lands under the management and control of

your immediate family*
• While operating for agricultural purposes*
• While operating for the purpose of hunting and fishing.
• If the operator is age 18 and older.

Helmets for Passengers:
If circumstances would require you to wear a helmet as the operator 
then you, as a passenger, must wear a helmet. For example, a passen-
ger riding on an ATV on land NOT under the management and con-
trol of their immediate family* would be required to wear a helmet.”

* See “Definitions”
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Alcohol and Drugs
• It is illegal to operate an ATV/UTV under the influence of alcohol or

other drugs while on any property that is open to the public (generally 
this means trails, routes, lakes/rivers or corridors). Being under the
influence is a condition in which a person’s ability to operate an ATV/
UTV is impaired due to the consumption of drugs and/or alcoholic
beverages to the extent that the person’s decision making ability is
negatively affected as well as their balance and reaction time.

• No person may operate an ATV/UTV with a blood alcohol
concentration (BAC) of .08% or more. In addition, a
person can be also be arrested for operating under the
influence with a BAC that is under .08%.

• No person may operate an ATV/UTV with any detectable
amount of a restricted controlled substance in their blood.

Don’t drink and ride. This can lead to crashes, injuries and death. 
Practice “Zero Alcohol” which is a personal choice to wait until you are 
done riding for the day before consuming any alcoholic beverages, it’s 

the smart choice!

• Implied Consent law—You are required to provide a sample
of your breath, blood or urine if an officer has probable cause
to believe you are operating an ATV/UTV under the influence. 
By operating an ATV/UTV on areas open to the public you have
automatically consented to provide a sample of your breath, blood
or urine to an officer who requests the test. If you refuse to
provide a breath, blood or urine sample, you will be charged with
an additional violation.

• Absolute Sobriety—ATV/UTV operators may not have any
amount alcohol in their system if they are under the age of 21.

Where Can I Ride My ATV?
Most off-road trail riding opportunities are located on County 
owned land, with some also found on State and Federal lands. In 
most instances, ATV/UTV riding is strictly restricted to designated 
and marked ATV trails and routes only. Stay on the trails and routes, 
riding in illegal areas can close and/or restrict riding opportunities 
for everyone. Check with local County, State and Federal offices for 
special regulations.

ATV/UTV Trail Information Sources:
• County Forestry Offices
• DNR website dnr.wi.gov, search keyword “ATV”
• U.S. Forest Service fs.fed.gov website, search “Chequamegon-

Nicolet National Forest” and “Motor Vehicle Use Map”
• Dept. of Tourism travelwisconsin.com search keyword “ATV”
• Wisconsin ATV Association watva.org
• Area Chamber of Commerce

ATV Trails
All ATV trails are generally open to UTV unless specifically signed as 
closed to UTVs. Check with local authorities.
• An ATV trail is an off-road corridor identified by small (6”x6”)

brown signs with the white silhouette of an ATV and orange
blazer (diamond) signs. Be careful as snowmobile trails also use
the orange blazer to mark the pathway of a trail. If the brown and
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white ATV sign is not present, then you are not allowed to ride an 
ATV on that trail.

• A trail is different than a route and will generally never be on a
road or in a ditch. You are only likely to be on a road involving a
trail when you cross the road at marked intersections. The county, 
town, city or village may designate corridors on land it controls to
be used as ATV trails.

• Some trails may be designated as multiple use trails. On these trails, 
you could encounter other traffic such as horses, motorcycles,ATVs, 
UTVs and bicyclists.

Counties, towns, cities or villages may designate specific hours or 
times of the year when the trail is open or closed. Check locally for 
any special restrictions.

ATV Routes
An ATV Route is a public roadway that is designated as being open 
to legal ATV/UTV use by local units of governmental Routes must 
be designated through passage of a local ordinance and posted with 
ATV Route (24”x 18”) green signs with the white silhouette of an 
ATV along with appropriate directional arrows. All roads designated 
as ATV Routes must be signed at the beginning and end of a route and 
at such intervals that enable riders to follow the route. ATV Route 
ordinances must be filed with any law enforcement agencies that have 
jurisdiction over the roadway.
Official copies of all ATV Route ordinances must be filed with the
Department of Natural Resources at:

WI DNR
ATV Safety Program 

101 South Webster Street LE/8 
Madison,WI 53707-7921

There is no residential access allowance that permits you to ride on 
a roadway from a dwelling to the nearest trail or route. You will need 
to haul your machine to the nearest legal access point.
For a complete list of roadways designated as ATV Routes, contact 
the local township office and/or County Highway Department.
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Public Roadway/Highway Use
• Do not assume that you can ride on or next to roads (ditches) the

same way snowmobilers do. These general allowances do not exist
for ATV/UTV operation.

• Operation on and around public roads is restricted and in most
cases illegal.

• There is no residential access allowance that permits you to ride
on a roadway from a dwelling to the nearest trail or route. You will
need to haul your machine to the nearest legal access point.

You May Operate on Roadways in the Following Situations:
• For agricultural purposes (see “Agricultural Use” on p. 14)
• On an officially designated and signed ATV Routes
• On roads not seasonally maintained for roadway use, during the

time in which no maintenance occurs and the road hasn’t been
closed to ATV/ UTV use.

• To cross a bridge, culvert or railroad right-of-way when operating
on a designated and marked ATV/UTV trail, ATV Route or private
property with permission if you:
◊ Determine the location is safe to cross
◊ Come to a complete stop. 
◊ Yield to all motor vehicles and pedestrians.

• To cross a roadway while operating on a designated and marked 
ATV trail or private property with permission if you:

◊ Cross in the most direct manner possible
◊ Come to a complete stop. Yield to all motor vehicles

and pedestrians.
A person may operate an all-terrain vehicle or utility terrain vehicle 
on the roadway or shoulder of any highway to cross a bridge that is 
1,000 feet in length or less if the operation is in compliance with a 
county ordinance that applies to that bridge and a city, village, or town 
ordinance that applies to that bridge.

Additional Roadway Restrictions
Check with local authorities regarding any locally enacted ATV/UTV 
ordinances which may be more restrictive than state law.

When legally operating on a roadway:
• Operate at the extreme right side of the roadway surface.
• Left turns can be made from any part of the roadway surface as

long as it’s safe.
• You must operate single file.
• You must have your head lamps and tail lamps on.
All children age 12-15 must be accompanied* by an adult while op-
erating on a designated ATV Route, regardless if they possess an ATV
Safety Certificate.
Exceptions: Legal crossing and operation for agricultural purposes.

NOTE: No ATV operators under age 12 and no UTV operators under 
age 16 may operate on a public roadway for any reason.

* See “Definitions”
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Unimproved Right-of-Way/Ditch Use
Operation on the unimproved right-of-way or ditch, outside the regu-
lar traveled portion of the road, is highly restricted and in most cases 
illegal. Many right-of-ways or ditch lines are privately owned, opera-
tion on private property without permission is trespassing.

You May Operate on Unimproved Right-of-Ways in the 
Following Situations:
• Town Roads (examples: Maple Road, Hanson Lane, etc.)

◊ On designated and signed ATV trails or routes or on
private property with permission.

• County Highways (Highway C, Highway TT, etc.)
◊ On designated and signed ATV trails or routes or on

private property with permission. If operating on a trail or
running parallel to the highway, you must be at least 10 feet 
from the roadway portion of the highway.

• State Highway—(Highway 8, Highway 141, etc.)—on designated
and signed ATV trails or routes or on private property with
permission. If operating on a trail or route running parallel to the
highway, you must be at least 10 feet from the roadway portion of
the highway.

• Interstate Highway—  (I-90, I-41, I-39, etc.)—  no operation 
allowed.

When legally operating alongside roadways during the hours of dark-
ness, operation must be in the same direction as motor vehicle traffic 
in the nearest lane unless the trail or route is located at least 40 feet 
from the roadway or separated by a headlight barrier.
During daylight hours, you may travel in either direction regardless of 
the flow of motor vehicle traffic. 
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Trail Signs

Trail and Route signs are standardized across 
Wisconsin.

Be familiar with them before your ride. When a county, city, village or 
town creates a route, ATV route signs must be erected along with 
directional arrow(s), at the beginning of an all-terrain vehicle route 
and at locations and intervals necessary to enable all-terrain vehicle 
operators to follow the route. Only individuals authorized by a local 
municipality may post, remove or alter ATV signs. If you see a signing 
problem, contact the local municipality and/or ATV club representa-
tive immediately.

Diamond trail blazer
This type of sign is also used for snow-
mobile trails. In order for you to use a 
trail that is identified with this blazer, 
the trail must also be marked with the 
brown and white ATV sign.
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Speed Limits/Restrictions
You must slow your ATV/UTV to 10 mph or less:
• When you are riding within 100 feet of a person who is not on a

motorized vehicle. This includes, but is not limited to slowing for
anglers, hikers, bicyclists, joggers, horses, etc. as well as for other
ATV/UTV operators standing along the trail.

• When you are riding within 100 feet of an ice fishing shanty while
on the ice.

• When you are riding within 150 feet of a home or dwelling.
• You must obey the posted trail speed limits at all times.
Exception: The 10 mph speed limit doesn’t apply while operating on 
legal ATV Road Routes, unless enacted by local ordinance.
• When operating on or along roadways you cannot exceed the

posted roadway speed limits for motor vehicle traffic unless there
is a specific speed limit posted for ATVs/UTVs.

Other ATV/UTV Restrictions
• You must obey all regulatory signs, such as stop signs, yield signs

and speed limit signs.
• You can’t operate at speeds that are unreasonable or improper.
• You can’t operate in a careless manner so that it endangers a

person or property.
• You can’t operate on public property in areas where such operation 

is prohibited by signage and/or local rule or law.
• You can’t operate on private property without the permission of

the owner or lessee. Failure to post the property does not give you 
the authority to ride there.

You can’t allow a person to operate if they are:
• Prohibited by law.
• Has not obtained the required safety certificate (or underage).
• Incapable of operating because they are physically or mentally

unable to exercise physical control over the speed or direction
of the machine.

• Under the influence of alcohol or drugs.
You must stop your machine after being requested or signaled to do
so by a law enforcement officer.

Operation On and Around Waterways
You cannot operate an ATV/UTV in any navigable water, or on the 
exposed bed of any navigable water (including exposed lakebeds in 
front of your property) except:
• To cross a stream by use of a bridge, culvert, ford or similar structure

provided the crossing is in the most direct manner practical.
• To launch or load a boat, canoe, or other watercraft in the most

direct manner practical.
• To access the frozen surfaces of any navigable waters provided the

crossing or access is in the most direct manner practical.
Machines operating on public, frozen waterways must display either 
valid Public Use Registration decals or a valid trail pass.
“Bed of a navigable water*” means all of the area below the ordi-
nary high water mark of a lake or stream. (During low-water periods, 
there may be several feet or more of exposed lake or streambed that 
is closed to ATV and other vehicular traffic
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ATV/UTV Equipment Requirements
Your ATV must be equipped with at least a single white headlamp (two 
for UTVs) and a red tail lamp that must be activated during the hours of 
darkness or while operating on or along a roadway, even when crossing 
roads. It is recommended that you leave your lights on at all times for safety.
• Colored headlamp covers, lens covers or colored headlamp bulbs, 

are not legal to use when you are riding during the hours of
darkness or while operating on or along a roadway, even when
crossing roads. Under most circumstances you cannot use colored
headlamp covers or bulbs.

• Your headlamp(s) must be able to illuminate any person or object
at a distance of 200 feet in front of your machine.

Other auxiliary lighting is allowed as long as it doesn’t interfere with 
legal lighting requirements. Red and blue lighting identifies emergency 
or law enforcement vehicles.
Your machine must be equipped with a tail lamp that is visible for 500 
feet to the rear during the hours of darkness.
Your machine must be equipped with at least one brake, operated 
either by hand or by foot.
All UTV passengers must have their seatbelts fastened at all times.
It is illegal for a passenger to ride in or on any part of a UTV that is 
not originally designed or intended by the manufacturer to be used by 
passengers. It is not legal to operate with passengers in any after-mar-
ket seating placed in the cargo area of a UTV.

Exhaust and Noise Restrictions
• Your machine must be equipped with a functioning muffler that

prevents unusual or excessive noises.
• No person may manufacture, sell, rent or operate an ATV/UTV

in such a manner that noise emitted from the machine is louder
than 96 decibels when measured on the “A” scale; measured in
the manner prescribed in the reaffirmed 1998–07, Society of
Automotive Engineers Standard J1287, entitled Measurement of
Exhaust Sound Levels of Stationary Motorcycles.

• No one shall deny or refuse an inspection or testing of an ATV/
UTV by any law enforcement officer who reasonably suspects a
violation of an equipment requirement.

• Your machine must be equipped with a spark arrester at all times, 
even during the winter.

No person may manufacture, sell, rent or operate an ATV/UTV 
that is louder than 96 decibels.
Excessive or unusually loud machines are illegal and hurt Wisconsin’s 
trail system. Do not increase your exhaust noise or operate with 
your exhaust system in excess of normal operation. Excessive noise 
threatens riding opportunities statewide.
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Accidents and Crashes

If you are involved in a crash, the first thing to do is ensure you are okay 
and not going to be involved in another crash from oncoming traffic. You 

must provide help to anyone else who was involved.

Any crash that results in an injury requiring treatment by a phy-
sician or a fatal incident must be reported as soon as possible 
to a Conservation Warden or other law enforcement officer. You 
must file a written report of the incident within 10 days to the 
DNR. The DNR Off-Highway Vehicle Incident Operator Report 
can be obtained by visiting the DNR website dnr.wi.gov, keyword 
search "crash" or sheriff ’s office.

ATV/UTV Sanctioned Races
• During races, machines are not exempt from the requirements to

be equipped with a spark arrester and a functioning muffler which
restricts noise to 96 decibels or less.

• Machines are exempt from registration only if they are used
exclusively for racing at a racing facility.

• During a race, parade, derby or exhibition you may ride on certain
roads only if the road is blocked off by the county, town, city or
village having jurisdiction. In addition:
◊ No state trunk highway or connecting highway may be

blocked off for an ATV/UTV event.
◊ The county, town, city or village blocking the road(s) must

notify the local police department and the county sheriff at 
least one week in advance.

• If you are the sponsor conducting a sanctioned race or derby on a
raceway facility, you must:
◊ Make provisions to keep spectators at least 100 feet away

from race competitors on the frozen surfaces of public waters.
◊ Give notice of the race or derby to the local Conservation

Warden or law enforcement agency having jurisdiction.
• A sanctioned race or derby means a competitive event sponsored

by a local unit of government, chamber of commerce, an ATV/UTV
club, promoter, or similar organization.

• A raceway facility means an area, including a marked warm-up and
testing area, specifically designated by a sponsor for the purpose of
conducting a sanctioned race or derby for which any required local 
permits have been obtained. 
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ATVs/UTVs and Hunting, Fishing or Trapping
ATVs/UTVs can be useful while hunting, fishing or trapping. Remem-
ber that off-trail/off-road operation is generally not allowed on pub-
licly owned lands, even to retrieve game. Never enter areas that have 
been gated, cabled, posted or otherwise restrict ATV/UTV or motor 
vehicle use. Check with the appropriate property owner/manager for 
special regulations and/or permits.

Other restrictions:
• All firearms (excluding handguns) must be unloaded when in or on

any vehicle, except that a loaded firearm may be placed on, but not
in, a vehicle which is stationary.

• All firearms, bows, and crossbows must be unloaded when in or on
any motor driven boat while the motor is running.

• It is illegal to place, possess, or transport a cocked crossbow in or on
a motorized vehicle unless it is unloaded and enclosed within a case.

• It is illegal to load a firearm other than a handgun while it is in
a vehicle or to discharge any firearm, including handguns, in or
from any moving or stationary vehicle except for certain disabled
hunters with proper permits.

• Qualified disabled hunters with the permit authority to shoot from
a stationary vehicle must have all firearms (other than handguns)
unloaded while the vehicle is in motion.

• It is illegal to drive, pursue or harass any wild animal.

Disabled Operators

If you hold a Class A or Class B disabled hunting permit, you 
may operate an ATV/UTV on the roadway portion of a high-
way (not an interstate) if you are traveling for the purposes 
of hunting that are allowed by the permit.  All other ATV/UTV 
safety certificate and age restrictions apply.

No other special regulations exist for disabled ATV/UTV operators.

Liability of Landowners: 895.52 
Wisconsin Statutes

Landowners who allow ATV/UTV trails to cross their property 
are not required to keep the premises safe for recreational ac-
tivities, to inspect the property, or to give warning of an unsafe 
condition, use, or activity on the property. They are generally 
held free of liability but there are a few requirements.
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Trails At Risk From Invasive Species

INVASIVE SPECIES are taking over our parks and natural areas making it 
difficult to enjoy nature. You can play a critical role in slowing the spread 

of invasive species.

What ATV/UTV Users Need to Know About Invasives
• Invasive species are non-native plants, animals, and diseases that

can cause harm to the economy, environment, and human health.
• Invasive plants tend to reproduce and grow quickly making

trails impassable. They affect wildlife shelter and food sources by
reducing native plant populations which also leads to soil erosion.

• Invasive insects and diseases can kill trees.

What Does This Have to do With ATV/UTV Users?
• Invasive plant seeds, insects, and diseases can be moved on

equipment, such as mud on tires or seeds with burs on clothes
and shoes.

• Concerns about spreading invasive species may endanger access to
lands and trails in the future.

How Can ATV/UTV Users Help?
• Learn to recognize invasive species.
• Wear clothing and footwear that do not attract seeds.
• Inspect and clean hair, clothing, shoes, and gear before and after

recreating.
• Clean your ATV/UTV before and after use. Pay special attention to

the tires, wheel wells and undercarriage.
• Properly dispose of soil, seeds, or plant parts from cleaning.
• Minimize soil disturbance; stay on designated trails, roads, and

other developed areas.

Avoid areas that are infested with invasive species: 
“When in doubt, stay out!”
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Enforcement, Penalties & Common Violations
Any Conservation Warden, officer of the state patrol or inspector, 
county sheriff or municipal peace officer may enforce ATV/UTV laws. 
The fines for violating these laws range from $150—$2,000. You 
could also face up to one year in jail. Most of the ATV/UTV laws are 
safety related. Violating these laws oftentimes endangers others and 
reflects negatively on the entire ATV/UTV community.

Top Ten Violations (not in order) 
Operate Without Valid Registration 

Operate Without Displaying Rear ID Plate
Operate While Intoxicated

Operate on Private or Public Property Without Permission Illegal 
Operation on or Near Highways

ATV Equipment Violations 
Operate in a Careless Manner

Owner Permitting Operation by Unauthorized Person 
Operate/Ride ATV Without Head Gear

Operate Without a Valid Safety Certificate/Fail to Carry

Help Prevent Violations
• Always conduct a pre-ride inspection to ensure your equip-

ment is operating properly.
• Review the local, state and federal regulations of the area in

where you plan on riding and ask questions if you are unsure
of a regulation.

• Double-check to make sure you are carrying all your required
paperwork.

• Slow down, ride sober and always wear a helmet.
• Ride only with safe, responsible and courteous operators
• Take an ATV Safety Course.

Motor Vehicle Trailer Information
Title

If the combined weight of an ATV/UTV, trailer and accessories 
is over 3,000 pounds, you will need to title the trailer with the 
Wisconsin DOT and equip the trailer with brakes.

Trailer lighting
You cannot tow a trailer with a motor vehicle during the 
hours of darkness unless it displays the lighting equipment 
as prescribed in Section 347 of the Wisconsin Statutes.

Safety chains
Safety chains are required on all towed vehicles and trailers. For 
further information contact the Wisconsin DOT.

ATV/UTV Trailer Information
There are no specific regulations regarding towing trailers behind 
ATVs/UTVs. Trailers may not interfere with the legal lighting require-
ment for ATVs/UTVs. Towing trailers that create hazardous condi-
tions for other operators and/or cause a crash may be result in the 
operator being found negligent.
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Winter ATV/UTV Use
Snowmobile trails are not automatically open to ATV/UTV use. In 
many cases it is illegal to operate on a snowmobile trail. Violating 
this law threatens current and future opportunities to have joint 
use trails. Check locally for special ATV/UTV allowances on county 
snowmobile trails.
• You must slow to 10 MPH or less when within 100 feet of an ice

fishing shanty (ice shack) or person not on a snowmobile,ATV or
other motorized vehicle.

• ATVs/UTVs modified with after-market tracks and or skis are not
considered snowmobiles and cannot be registered or used as such.
They may be operated on frozen waterways and private property
with permission.

• Check with local law enforcement agencies, DNR offices or bait
shops daily to get the most current information on ice conditions.

No one expects to break through the ice, so be prepared by 
carrying the following equipment with you:

- Life preserver or - Length of rope
- Float coat - Ice picks
- Ice creepers - Cell phone

Flotation Requirements:
Certain local units of government, such as Dane County, may 
have ordinances regarding the installation of floats on ATVs/
UTVs as well as a permit. Please check locally for any such  
special requirements.

ATVs/UTVs and Snow Removal
A person may operate an ATV with a snow removal device attached, 
for snow removal purposes and under the following restrictions:
• At a speed not to exceed 5 mph while on a public sidewalk
• At a speed not to exceed 15 mph while on or adjacent to a roadway
• Operation is allowed on all roadways where the motor vehicle

speed limit is 45 mph or less
• Operation shall be restricted to the far right hand side of the road
• Operation is also allowed on roads that are legal and open

ATV Routes
• Operators must be 16 years or older and if born on or after

January 1, 1988 must also possess a valid ATV Safety Certificate.
• Operation is only allowed between October 1 and April 30 for the

purpose of removing snow
• Operators may not travel at a distance greater than 2 miles from
• Their original starting or loading point
• Machines must display one or more illuminated, yellow lights that

are flashing or rotating and visible for 360 degrees

Other Provisions:
• A city, village, or town may enact an ordinance authorizing the

operation of ATVs with snow removal devices (that are operating
for snow removal purposes) on roads where the speed limit is
greater than 45 mph, if the road is located within the territorial
boundaries of that city, village, or town; regardless of who has
jurisdiction over the particular roadway.
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• ATVs/UTVs are required to have their headlamps on at all times
while operating on any road. Headlamps must be able to illuminate
an object at least 200 feet away. Tail lights must be visible from at
least 500 feet away during the hours of darkness. Operators must
be certain that their snow removal equipment does not interfere
with these legal lighting requirements.

• ATVs/UTVs must have current Public Use Registration while
operating on public roadways, public road right of ways or on
public sidewalks.

• Helmets are required for all operator’s under age 18, except while
operating on lands under the ownership or management of their
immediate family.*
* See “Definitions”

Basic Safety Code

• Do not consume alcohol or take drugs prior to or during operation.
• Use a proper size ATV helmet, goggles, or visor that is at minimum,

DOT certified.
• Slow down and don’t cut to the inside of the trail at corners, it’s

dangerous and illegal.
• If you operate your machine at night, don’t override your lights.
• Follow the manufacturer’s recommendation and state laws regard-

ing safe transport of passengers on your machine.
• Familiarize yourself with the area before you ride it. Have a map, GPS

or smartphone app to assist you with safely navigating the trails.
• If traveling on the ice, check with local law enforcement, DNR or 

bait shops for the most current ice conditions.

If you don’t know the ice conditions; don’t go.

• Wear a long sleeve shirt and pants, gloves and have other
appropriate clothing along depending on the weather.

• Always conduct a pre-ride inspection on your machine to make
sure it is operating safely and legally.

• Know the weather forecast, especially the ice and snow conditions
in the area.

• Always completely read the Owner’s Manual before operating
your machine.

• Always use the buddy system and ride with at least one
other person.

• Plan your ride and ride your plan. Leave details of your trip
location(s), approximate arrival time(s), who you are riding with,
etc. at your home, hotel, cabin or other location where people will
be able to find it in case of an emergency. Failing to stick with the
details of your plan may result in lack of timely assistance or rescue 
if you need it.
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How Is the Wisconsin ATV/UTV Program Paid 
For?

You help fund the ATV/UTV program. When you register your ma-
chine or purchase a Trail Pass the fees are credited into a special 
account with the majority of the funds dedicated to the trail system. 
Other portions of the collected fees help manage law enforcement 
operations, the registration system, and other costs associated with 
running the ATV/UTV program.
In addition to the registration fees you pay, there are several other 
sources of revenue that are used by the ATV/UTV program.
One source of program income is derived from the state gaso-
line excise tax. Currently, there is a formula transfer of gasoline 
excise tax on 25 gallons of gasoline for every ATV/UTV regis-
tered by the end of each February. These funds are dedicated to 
the trails program.
Each year the Department of Natural Resources distributes the 
majority of the trail dollars to counties and other municipalities 
that participate in the ATV/UTV program through a grant process. 
These grants reimburse counties for the cost of trail maintenance. 
Grants are also awarded for infrastructure improvements such as 
trail or bridge rehabilitation and the development of new trails or 
intensive use areas.

Who is involved?
Conservation Wardens and sheriff patrols monitor ATV/UTV activi-
ties on trails, routes and corridors to ensure people are abiding by 
the rules. They offer riders assistance and are available to assist you 
with information about the trails. They also respond to crashes and 
search and rescue of lost and/or injured riders. You can help by re-
specting the rules and setting a good example for others to follow.
The Off-Road Vehicle Council was created in 1986 to help guide the 
Department with all matters related to ATVs/UTVs including the 
distribution of trail funds to counties. The Council is made up of 7 
volunteers from various parts of the state. Council members offer 
recommendations to the Department on legislative issues, safety 
concerns and sponsor funding requests. In 2013, the council became 
Governor appointed.



Wisconsin 
Off-Highway 
Motorcycle 
Laws
This pamphlet is not a complete set of OHM laws; however, it 
supplies the essential information. Please read it carefully. If you have 
any questions, contact the Department of Natural Resources or 
your local law enforcement authorities. Check with local governing 
agencies for local ordinances that may be more restrictive than 
state regulations. 



Helmets Save Lives. Wear 
it Wisconsin!
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Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 7921

Madison, WI 53707

For more info and safety information, visit dnr.wi.gov and search “OHM”

DNR Call Center 
1-888-936-7463
(7 a.m.–10 p.m. Seven days/week)
Live chat and e-mail service available.

The development and maintenance of Wisconsin’s OHM trails is 
accomplished, in part, through the efforts of OHM club members 
and private citizens. Their volunteer time is spent performing the 
crucial tasks of maintaining, enhancing and expanding OHM trails. 
Please consider joining a club.  For more info visit: www.wohma.com
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What’s New?
The Off-Highway Motorcycle (OHM) Program is new in Wiscon-
sin. The new OHM laws were signed into law on March 1, 2016 with 
an effective date of October 1, 2016. Review this section for all the 
new rules and regulations related to OHMs. For the most updated 
version of the regulations, view them online at dnr.wi.gov.

General Overview:

• All OHMs must be registered with the DNR if they are operated
on private or public areas specifically open for public OHM use.

• Not all ATV trails and routes are open for legal off-highway
motorcycle use. OHMs may only be used where their use is
explicitly authorized.  Previously open OHM areas should
continue to remain open, however please check with local trail
managers or local governments for any updates on OHM areas
or local regulations.  Also check with the Wisconsin Off-Highway
Motorcycle Association (www.WOHmA.com).

• Public areas previously open to OHMs may require that
operators of OHM obtain a local OHM trail use sticker. This
local sticker requirement would be in addition to DNR OHM
registration and decal; please check with your local trail manager
about any local OHM trail use sticker requirement.

• All OHM operators that are at least 12 years old and born after
January 1, 1998, must have completed OHM Safety certification
to operate an OHM on areas open to the public for recreational
use.  The DNR will be creating a combined online ATV/OHM
Safety Certification training course for operators needing both
certifications and an online OHM short-course for previous WI
ATV Safety graduates that only need OHM Safety certification.
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Definitions
Accident — a crash involving an OHM is any accident (regardless 

of the number of vehicles involved) which results in a fatality or 
an injury that requires medical treatment by a physician.

Accompanied — subject to continuous verbal direction or con-
trol, but not necessarily on the same machine.

Agricultural Purpose — a purpose related to the transportation 
of farm implements, equipment, supplies, or products on a farm 
or between farms. Operation between a dwelling and a farm or 
piece of non-agricultural property does not meet this definition 
unless the dwelling is on the same piece of property as the farm.

Designated Adult — parent, guardian or adult designated by the 
parent or guardian.

DNR — Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
DOT — Department of Transportation.
Highway — all public ways, thoroughfares, and bridges on the 

same. It includes the entire width between the boundary lines 
of every way open to the use of the public as a matter of right 
for the purpose of vehicle traffic.

Immediate family — persons who are related as spouses, who 
are related as siblings, or who are related as parent and child.

Limited use off-highway motorcycle — an off-highway motor-
cycle that is not registered by the department of transportation 
for use on highways.

Off-highway motorcycle corridor — an off-highway motorcycle 
trail or other established off-highway motorcycle corridor that 
is open to the public for the operation of off-highway motorcy-
cles for recreational purposes but does not include an off-high-
way motorcycle route.

Off-highway motorcycle — a 2-wheeled motor vehicle that is 
straddled by the operator, that is equipped with handlebars, and 
that is designed for use off a highway, regardless of whether it is 
also designed for use on a highway

Off-highway motorcycle route — a highway or sidewalk desig-
nated for recreational use by operators of off-highway motorcy-
cles by the governmental agency having jurisdiction.

Off-highway motorcycle trail — a marked corridor on public 
property or on private lands subject to public easement or 
lease, designated for recreational use by operators of off-high-
way motorcycles by the governmental agency having jurisdic-
tion.

Roadway — that portion of a highway between the regularly estab-
lished curb line or that portion, which is improved, designed or 
ordinarily used for vehicle travel excluding the berm or shoulder.
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Frequently Asked Questions
Q. Can my 10 year old ride their 50 cc OHM with me on a trail?
A.  Yes. They must be accompanied by a designated adult at all

times and the OHM must be registered.

Q. Can I still operate my DOT licensed dual-sport motorcycle on
open public forest roads like I used to; without DNR registra-
tion?

A. Yes. As long as the forest road isn’t a designated ATV trail that
is closed to all motor vehicles and OHMs. If the forest road is
an ATV trail that is open to OHMs, then your dual-sport motor-
cycle will also require DNR registration in order to ride on the
trail.

Q. Can the DNR assist me with making my OHM street legal?
A. No. The Dept. of Transportation and the Dept. of Motor Ve-

hicles regulate and license street legal motor vehicles. These
agencies can assist you with questions regarding street legal
equipment requirements.

Q. I have to complete OHM Safety Education before I can legally
operate my OHM. A couple years ago I completed ATV Safety, 
does that qualify? Do I have to take the new ATV/OHM combi-
nation course?

A. No. Any WI ATV Safety Courses completed prior to October
1, 2016 did not contain any OHM safety training information 
and does not certify persons in OHM Safety. If you 
previously graduated from a WI ATV Safety Course, you are 
eligible to complete a free, OHM Safety mini-course 
available online at www.atvcourse.com. If you need both ATV 
and OHM Safety certification, you may complete any approved 
WI online ATV/ OHM Safety combination course to become 
certified in both. 
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OHM Clubs/Organizations
Please consider joining a club, your help is needed. By stay-
ing on the trail and obeying off-highway motorcycle laws, you 
show your respect for the hard work of the local clubs and/or  
trail managers.

What is considered an OHM?
An off-highway motorcycle means a 2-wheeled motor vehicle that 
is straddled by the operator, that is equipped with handlebars, and 
that is designed for use off a highway, regardless of whether it is also 
designed for use on a highway.

Trail motorcycle Dual-sport motorcycle

Trail or dirt bikes are a ”limited use off-highway motorcycle” 
which means an off-highway motorcycle that is not registered by 
the Department of Transportation for highway use.

OHM Registration
OHM Registration Requirements
 All OHMs must apply for Wisconsin public use registration if they 
are operated or intend to operate on designated OHM trails, ar-
eas that are specifically open to the public for recreational OHM 
use, designated and signed OHM road routes and while otherwise 
operating legally on or adjacent to public highways. OHMs do not 
require DNR registration if they are operating on private lands that 
are not held open to the public for recreational use of OHMs. Pri-
vate use registration is required for OHM used for operating on 
roads for agricultural purposes.

All OHMs required to be registered in Wisconsin must:
• Display a current Wisconsin registration decal and carry the

registration certificate, or
• Have a temporary operating receipt with the operator (valid until 

the decal and certificate arrives).

Registration Display
The OHM registration decal must be affixed to the exterior of the 
OHM by its own adhesive and clearly visible to law enforcement at 
all times. Only one decal is issued to each OHM. The registration 
certificate must also be carried with the operator at all times and 
displayed to law enforcement upon request.

LATE FEE: There is a $5.00 late fee charged for renewing your OHM 
registration after your current registration decal has expired. 
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Registration Types 

Free Registration 
Weekend. All 
ATVs, UTVs and 
OHMs are exempt 
from registration 
and trail pass 
requirements 
during the first full 
weekend in June. All 
other laws apply.

Public Use — Valid for legal operation 
on areas open to OHMs for public use, 
road routes and other legal roadway 
use as specified by law. Not valid for ag-
ricultural use. Valid for up to 2 years, be-
ginning April 1st and expiring two years 
later on March 31st: $30.00 
Private Use — Valid for use exclusively 
on private lands owned by the applicant 
or by an immediate family member. This 
type of registration remains valid until 
ownership is transferred: $15.00 
Private Use, Agricultural — Valid for machines used for an agri-
cultural purpose. Agricultural purpose includes a purpose related 
to the transportation of farm implements, equipment, supplies, or 
products on a farm or between farms. It is valid during operation 
on public roads for agricultural purposes, but is not valid for 
recreational operation on public lands open to OHMs. Owners 
may dual register their machines for public use also. This type 
of registration remains valid until ownership is transferred:  $15.00

How do I Register my OHM?

For more info Visit: dnr.wi.gov and search keyword 
“OHM registration.”

Transaction Type
• New or transfers of existing Wisconsin registrations: may be

done online, at a DNR Service Center or by mail.
• Application must be submitted within 10 days of purchase.

Dealerships must submit application within 7 days of the sale.
• Renewals: may be done online, at any of our sales agents, at a

DNR Service Center or by mail.
• Replacement: may be done online, at a DNR Service Center or

by mail.

Where can I Register?

NOTE: If you are registering your OHm, you will need to provide the 
make, model, year, cc size, and Vehicle Identification Number.

• Online – Visit GoWild.WI.Gov to complete your new, transfer, 
renewal and replacement transactions.

• Sales Agents – More than 1,000 sales agents provide registration 
renewal service only.

• Service Center – DNR Service Centers provide full 
registration service for new, renewal, replacement and 
transfer of OHMs. Verify service center hours before visiting.

• By Mail – After completing all requested information on the 
application form, make a photocopy, and mail the original 
application and appropriate fees to the address provided on the 
form. Customers who submit their application and payment by 
mail will have to wait until they receive their materials in the 
mail before they can operate their OHM in public areas open 
to OHM use. 
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Temporary Operating Receipt
Customers who submit registration applications and payment at 
a DNR Service Center, online or at a sales agent will receive a tem-
porary operating receipt that allows for immediate operation until 
the registration decal and certificate is received. Customers who 
submit their application and payment by mail will have to wait until 
they receive their materials in the mail before they can operate.

Registration Exemptions

Registration is not required if:
• The OHM displays an approved registration decal required by a

federally recognized American Indian tribe or band.
• The OHM displays a commercial registration plate or sign

attached in the manner authorized by law.
• The OHM is operated exclusively for racing on a raceway

facility or as part of a special off-highway motorcycle event as
authorized by law.

• The OHM is present in this state, for a period not to exceed 15
days, and is used exclusively as part of an advertisement being
made for the manufacturer of the off-highway motorcycle. 

Commercial Registration

OHM dealer definitions and requirements
Commercial Certificate — Every person who is an OHM dealer, 

engaged in business within this state shall register with the 
department and obtain a Commercial OHM certificate.

A commercial dealer certificate and three registration decals and 
certificate cards will be issued. – $90.00

Additional Commercial Decals/Cards — Additional registra-
tion decals and certificate cards can be ordered with original 
and renewal Commercial Certificate applications.

A current Commercial Certificate holder may also order addition-
al registration decals ($30) and certificates ($5).

Commercial Decal Display — Commercial dealers will create or 
purchase their own plates to display their commercial decals upon. 
The registration period will begin on April 1 or the date of issu-
ance/renewal and end on March 31 of the 2nd year.

Dealer Requirements

Dealer registration
OHM dealers and engaged in business in this state must register 
with the DNR and obtain a commercial certificate. The DNR will 
issue three commercial decals. The decals must be attached to a 
plate or sign (any type or size) that is clearly displayed and mounted 
to each OHM that you offer for sale or otherwise allow to be op-
erated as part of your business. Additional decals can be purchased 
from the DNR. Dealers cannot operate on temporary operating 
receipts. OHMs can only be operated legally when the commercial 
decal is displayed. Commercial registrations expire every two years. 
Commercial Fee: $90. Additional Decal Fee: $30



46 • Wisconsin OHM Regulations Wisconsin OHM Regulations • 47 

Sales by Dealers
If the OHM is intended to be operated in areas open for public use, 
road routes and other legal roadway use as specified by law, dealers 
shall require the purchaser of each OHM to complete an applica-
tion for registration, collect the fees and submit everything to the 
DNR within 7 days unless it is exempt from registration. The dealer 
may then issue the purchaser a signed copy of the application which 
they can operate with.

Trade-In of Limited Use OHMs
A dealer cannot accept a limited use OHM for trade-in unless it’s 
currently registered with the DNR or exempt from registration.

Rental Requirements – Limited Use OHMs
• Instruct first time (new) operators on how to operate the OHM.
• Restrict rental or lease of OHMs to persons age 12 or older.
• Verify that all riders and operators under 18 years of age have a

helmet to use.
• Provide clean, usable helmets available for rent to any operator

or passenger under 18 years of age that may be on the OHM.

Non-Resident Registration Options
A non-resident trail pass is not available at this time. All non-resident 
OHM owners must purchase Wisconsin Public Use registration to 
operate on OHM routes or areas held out to the public for the 
recreational use of off-highway motorcycles.

General Safety Information
Off-highway motorcycles (OHMs) take specialized skills to operate 
safely. Riders should seek out training from experienced operators 
and practice in controlled settings. The use of these machines by 
children should be highly controlled and supervised. Use of safety 
equipment such as helmets, eye protection, chest protectors, arm and 
leg protection and off-road footwear is recommended and in some 
instances required by law.

Driver’s License Requirement
An operator of a limited use OHM does not need a driver’s license if 
they are legally operating on a public highway, such as on a designat-
ed OHM Route, certain crossings, etc. (See Public Roadway/Highway 
Use). Operators of DOT licensed OHMs must have a valid driver’s 
license to operate on all public roadways.

OHM/ATV Safety Certification Courses
• An Internet OHM Safety certification mini-course is available

for current graduates of a Wisconsin ATV Safety Course. This
course is available at www.atvcourse.com.

• An Internet OHM/ATV combination course is available to certify
operators in both courses. These courses are available at www.
atvcourse.com and www.offroad-ed.com.
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OHM Safety Certification Requirements 
Wisconsin ATV Safety certification d oes n ot m eet t he O HM 
Safety requirement. An additional OHM short course must be 
completed by current Wisconsin ATV Safety graduates in order 
to obtain OHM Safety certification.
All OHM operators at least 12 years of age and born after January 1, 
1998 must possess a valid Wisconsin ATV/OHM combination safety 
certificate or valid certificate from another state or province. 
Operators must carry proof of certification while operating and dis-
play it to a law enforcement officer upon request. Motorcycle Safe-
ty Foundation (MSF) certificates do not satisfy this requirement in 
Wisconsin.

Safety Certification Exemptions
• Children under the age of 12 may operate an OHM on off

road trails, frozen waterways and private property if they are
accompanied by a designated adult (parent, guardian or other
adult designated by the parent or guardian).

• Children age 12 and older are not required to possess a safety
certificate while operating on frozen waterways.

• Safety certification is not required on private property unless the
private property is held open to the public for the recreational
use of off-highway motorcycles.

• Children under the age of 12 may operate a non-DOT licensed
OHM at a sponsored OHM event if:
◊ The child is wearing an approved helmet with chin

strap fastened.
◊ The child is accompanied by a designated adult.

Customers must have a valid DNR Customer ID number to com-
plete a safety course. This ID number is also used to purchase hunt-
ing and fishing licenses.

Customer ID numbers
You can obtain a DNR Customer ID number by:
• using the DNR web site.
• calling DNR Customer Service from 7 a.m. to 10 a.m. at

1-888-936-7463
• visiting a DNR Service Center during their regularly scheduled

hours.
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Agricultural Use
“Agricultural purpose” means a purpose related to the transportation 
of farm implements, equipment, supplies, or products on a farm or 
between farms. Operation between a dwelling and a farm or piece 
of non-agricultural property does not meet this definition unless 
the dwelling is on the same piece of property as the farm.
The following laws apply specifically to OHMs legally registered 
for “Private – Agriculture” and displaying the registration decal;  while 
being legally used for an “agricultural purpose.”
• OHM operators may operate on roadways while transporting

farm implements, equipment, supplies, or products on a farm or
between farms in the following manner:
◊ At the extreme right side of the roadway, except for left

turns.
◊ With headlight(s) and taillight(s) activated and visible.
◊ Obeying the roadway speed limit.

• Helmets are not mandated for agricultural use.
• OHM operators age 12 and born after 1-1-98 may operate on

roadways if they possess a valid ATV/OHM Safety Certificate.
• OHM operators under age 12 may not operate on roadways.
• OHM operators under age 12 may operate on private lands if

they are under the supervision of an adult.

Helmet Requirements
Please set a good example for children and others by always wear-
ing a helmet whether you’re legally required to or not.

Helmets save lives! Wear it Wisconsin! 
All OHM operators and passengers under the age of 18 are required 
to wear a minimum DOT-approved ATV or motorcycle helmet while 
on trails and areas held open to the public for recreational OHM use 
including OHM road routes. Bicycle helmets do not meet this require-
ment.

Helmet Exceptions
Helmets are not required in the following situations:
• While operating on private property that is not held open to the

general public for recreational OHM purposes.
• While operating for agricultural purposes.
• While operating for the purpose of hunting and fishing.
• If the operator or passenger is age 18 and older.

Helmets for Passengers:
If circumstances would require you to wear a helmet as the operator 
then you, as a passenger, must wear a helmet. For example, a passenger 
riding on an OHM on private property that is held open to the public 
for recreational OHM use would be required to wear a helmet.
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Alcohol and Drugs
• It is illegal to operate an OHM under the influence of alcohol or 

other drugs while operating on any trail, corridor, route or any 
other area (public or private) that is held open to the public for 
OHM; whether a fee is charged or not.

• Being under the influence is a condition in which a person is 
rendered incapable to operate an OHM safely due to the 
consumption of drugs and/or alcoholic beverages.

• No person may operate an OHM with a blood alcohol 
concentration (BAC) of .08% or more. In addition, a person can 
also be arrested for operating under the influence with a BAC 
that is under .08%.

• No person may operate an OHM with any detectable amount of 
a restricted controlled substance in their blood.

Implied Consent law — You are required to provide a sample of 
your breath, blood or urine if an officer has probable cause to 
believe you are operating an OHM under the influence. By oper-
ating an OHM on areas open to the public you have automatically 
consented to provide a sample of your breath, blood or urine to 
an officer who requests the test. If you refuse to provide a breath, 
blood or urine sample, you will be charged with an additional 
violation.

Absolute Sobriety — OHM operators may not have any amount 
alcohol in their system if they are under the age of 21.

Don’t drink and ride. This can lead to crashes, injuries and death. 
Practice “Zero Alcohol” which is a personal choice to wait until 
you are done riding for the day before consuming any alcoholic 
beverages, it’s the smart choice!
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Public Roadway/Highway Use
Do not assume that you can ride on or next to roads (ditches). 
Unless your OHM is currently licensed with the Department of 
Transportation, operation on and around public roads is restrict-
ed and in most cases illegal.
There is no residential access allowance that permits you to ride 
on a roadway from a dwelling to the nearest trail or route. You will 
need to haul your machine to the nearest legal access point.

You May Operate on Roadways in the Following Situations:
• While operating on legally designated and signed OHM road 

routes. A local ordinance must exist and DOT standard OHM 
route signs must be properly posted.

• To cross in the most direct manner practicable, if the crossing is 
made at a place where no obstruction prevents a quick and safe 
crossing, and if the operator stops and yields the right-of-way 
prior to crossing. NOTE: The OHM must be crossing from one 
legal area to another.

• To cross a bridge, culvert or railroad right-of-way when operating 
on a designated and marked OHM trail, route or private property 
with permission if you cross at a place where no obstruction 
prevents a quick and safe crossing, and if the operator stops and 
yields the right-of-way prior to crossing.

• Operation is on the roadway or shoulder of a state trunk highway to 
cross a bridge that is 1,000 feet in length or less if there is a county 
ordinance and a city, village or town ordinance adopted which allows 
crossing of a bridge within their territorial boundaries, except that 
no crossing is allowed on interstate and defense highways.

• Operation is on a roadway which is not maintained, or is only 
minimally maintained, on a seasonal basis for motor vehicle 
traffic. Such operation is authorized only during the seasons 
when no maintenance occurs and only if the roadway is not 
officially closed to off-highway motorcycle traffic.

• The OHM is registered for private – agricultural use and the 
OHM is being operated for an agricultural purpose on a farm 
or between farms. Operation must be on the extreme right side 
of the roadway, except for when left turns may be safely made.

• Other special exceptions may apply.

Additional Roadway Restrictions
Check with local authorities regarding any locally enacted OHM 
ordinances which may be more restrictive than state law.

Unimproved Right-of-Way/Ditch Use
Operation on the unimproved right-of-way or ditch, outside the 
regular traveled portion of the road, is highly restricted and in most 
cases illegal. Many right-of-ways or ditch lines are privately owned, 
operation on private property without permission is trespassing.

You may operate on unimproved right-of-ways, outside the shoulder, in 
the following situations:
Town Roads — (Maple Road, Oak Lane, etc.) On officially designated 

OHM trails or routes or on private property with permission.
County Highways — (Highway C, Highway AB, etc.) On officially 

designated OHM trails, OHM routes or on private property 
with permission. If operating on a trail or running parallel to 
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the highway, you must be at least 10 feet from the roadway por-
tion of the highway. NOTE: Local route ordinances must spe-
cifically direct OHM operators to ride in the unimproved 
right-of-way which is uncommon.

State Highway — (Highway 8, Highway 141, etc.)—On officially 
designated OHM trails or routes or on private property with 
permission. If operating on a trail or route running parallel to 
the highway, you must be at least 10 feet from the roadway 
portion of the highway. Travel in the median is prohibited other 
than when legally crossing.

Interstate Highway—(I-90, I-41, I-39, etc.)—No operation al-
lowed.

Travel Adjacent to Roadways
• When legally operating alongside roadways during the hours 

of darkness, operation must be in the same direction as motor 
vehicle traffic in the nearest lane unless the trail or route is 
located at least 40 feet from the roadway or separated by a 
headlight barrier.

• During daylight hours, you may travel in either direction 
regardless of the flow of motor vehicle traffic.

• A person legally operating an OHM adjacent to a roadway must 
obey the motor vehicle speed limit of the adjacent roadway.

Where Can I Ride My OHM?
Most off-road trail riding opportunities are located on County and 
Federal owned lands, with some also found on State lands. In most 
instances, OHM riding is strictly restricted to trails and routes specif-
ically open for recreational use of OHMs. Check with local, County, 
State and Federal offices to ensure that trails and/or routes are legally 
open to OHM use. NOTE: OHMs licensed for street use may 
operate in all areas open to other licensed motor vehicles.

OHM Trail Information Sources:
• County Forestry Offices
• DNR dnr.wi.gov search keyword “OHm”
• U.S. Forest Service fs.fed.gov website, search “Chequamegon-

Nicolet National Forest” and “Motor Vehicle Use Map”
• Wisconsin Off-Highway Motorcycle Association wohma.org

Off-Highway Motorcycle Trails
• All ATV/UTV trails are closed to OHM use unless specifically 

opened for their use. Check with local authorities.
• An ATV trail is an off-road corridor identified by (6”x6”) brown 

signs with a white silhouette of an ATV and orange trail blazer 
(diamond) signs.

• Some trails may be designated as multiple use trails. On these 
trails you could encounter other users such as horses, ATVs, 
UTVs, hikers and bicyclists.

OHM Routes
An OHM Route is a public roadway designated as open to non-street le-
gal OHMs (limited use OHMs) through enactment of an ordinance by lo-
cal units of government. OHM Routes must be posted with OHM Route 
signs (24”x 18”) which are green with the white silhouette of an OHM.
For a complete list of roadways designated as OHM Routes, contact 
the local township office and/or County Highway Department.
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New or transfers of existing Wisconsin registrations
may be done online, at a DNR Service Center or by mail.
Application must be submitted within 10 days of purchase.
Dealerships must submit application within 5 days of the sale.
Renewals may be done online, at any of our sales agents, at a
DNR Service Center or by mail.
Replacement materials may be done online, at a DNR
Service Center or by mail.

Speed Limits/Restrictions
You must slow your OHM to 10 mph or less:
• While operating on frozen waterways within 100 feet of a person 

who is not on a motorized vehicle or an ice shanty.
• While operating on a trail within 100 feet of a person who is not 

on a motorized vehicle, such as bicyclist, hikers and other riders 
standing along the trail.

• When you are riding within 150 feet of a home or dwelling. *
• Obey the posted trail speed limits at all times.

Exception: The 10 mph speed limit doesn’t apply while operating on 
roads designated as OHm Road Routes, unless restricted by local ordi-

nance. This rule doesn’t apply to DOT licensed OHms.

• When operating on trail adjacent to roadways riders must obey 
the posted roadway speed limit unless there is a specific speed 
limit posted for OHMs.

Other OHM Restrictions
It’s unlawful to:
• Operate at speeds that are unreasonable or improper.
• Operate in a careless manner so that it endangers another 

person or property of another.
• Operate on public property in areas where such operation is 

prohibited by signage and/or local rule or law.
• Operate on private property without the permission of the 

owner or lessee. Failure to post the property does not give you 
the authority to ride there.

• Fail to stop after being requested or signaled to do so by a law 
enforcement officer.

Operation On and Around Waterways
You cannot operate an OHM in any navigable water, or on the ex-
posed bed of any navigable water (including exposed lakebeds in 
front of your property) except:
• To cross a stream by use of a bridge, culvert, ford or similar 

structure provided the crossing is in the most direct manner 
practical.

• To launch or load a boat, canoe, or other watercraft in the most 
direct manner practical.

• To access the frozen surfaces of any navigable waters provided 
the crossing or access is in the most direct manner practical.

“Bed of a navigable water” means all of the area below the ordinary 
high water mark of a lake or stream. During low-water periods, 
there may be several feet or more of exposed lake or streambed 
that is closed to ATV and other vehicular traffic.
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Equipment Requirements
No one may operate a “limited use” OHM during the hours of 
darkness unless it is equipped with a white headlamp and a red 
tail lamp that are activated. It is recommended that you leave 
your lights on at all times for safety.
Equipment requirements for limited use OHMs do not apply 
while operated with permission on private property that is not 
open to the public.
• Colored headlamp covers, lens covers or colored headlamp

bulbs are not legal to use when you are riding during the hours
of Darkness.

• Limited use OHM headlamps must be able to illuminate any
person or object at a distance of 200 feet in front of your
machine.

• The tail lamp must be plainly visible from a distance of 500 feet
away.

Note: Other auxiliary lighting is allowed as long as it doesn’t interfere 
with legal lighting requirements. Red and blue lighting identifies emer-

gency or law enforcement vehicles.

• The limited use OHM must be equipped with at least one brake, 
operated either by hand or by foot.

• The limited use OHM must be equipped with foot rests or pegs
for the operator and any passenger.

Exhaust and Noise Restrictions
• Limited use OHMs must be equipped with a functional muffler

that prevents unusual or excessive noises except for OHMs
propelled by electric power.

• No person may operate a limited use OHM in such a manner
that noise emitted from the machine is louder than 96 decibels.

• Limited use OHMs must be equipped with a spark arrestor at all
times, even during the winter.

Excessive or unusually loud OHMs hurt Wisconsin’s trail system. 
Do not increase your exhaust noise or operate with your exhaust 
system in excess of the legal sound limits. Loud pipes threaten rid-
ing opportunities statewide.

Accidents and Crashes
  If an operator of an off-highway motorcycle is involved in an acci-
dent that occurs on public and private areas open for public OHM 
use and that results in the death of any person or in the injury of 
any person on public land that requires treatment by a physician, the 
operator of each off-highway motorcycle involved in the accident 
shall give notice of the accident to a conservation warden or local 
law enforcement officer as soon as possible. The crash victim, or 
other witness if victim is incapable, must file a written report of the 
incident within 10 days to the DNR. Official DNR Operator Crash 
Report forms can be obtained by visiting the DNR website 
at dnr.wi.gov, a DNR Service Center or sheriff ’s office. Reports 
may be completed and submitted online from the DNR website.
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OHM Races/Events
Machines are exempt from registration only if they are used:
• Exclusively for racing at a racing facility or during a special event.
• During a special event, such as a race or parade, limited use 

OHMs may be operated on certain roads only if the road is 
blocked off by the unit of government having jurisdiction. No 
state trunk highway or connecting highway may be blocked off.

• The unit of government blocking the road(s) must notify local law 
enforcement at least one week in advance.

Events on Frozen Waterways
Races or derbies are exempt from speed restrictions on 
the public frozen waterways under the following condi-
tions:
• The event is sponsored by a local unit of government, club 

or other entity,
• Is approved by the local unit of government, and
• The sponsor marks the track/race areas to warn spectators 

from entering.

All Sponsored Special Events
• Operators age 12 and above are exempt from the safety 

certification requirement while operating at sponsored, special 
events if the operator is:
◊ Operating a limited use OHM
◊ Wearing approved protective headgear
◊ Accompanied by a designated adult

OHMs and Hunting
• It is illegal to drive, pursue or harass any wild animal.
• All firearms (excluding handguns) must be unloaded when in or 

on any vehicle, except that a loaded firearm may be placed on, 
but not in, a vehicle which is stationary.

• It is illegal to place, possess, or transport a cocked crossbow in 
or on a motorized vehicle unless it is unloaded and enclosed 
within a case.

• It is illegal to load a firearm other than a handgun while it is in 
a vehicle or to discharge any firearm, including handguns, in or 
from any moving or stationary vehicle except for certain disabled 
hunters with proper permits.

• Qualified disabled hunters with the permit authority to shoot 
from a stationary vehicle must have all firearms (other than 
handguns) unloaded while the vehicle is in motion.

Disabled Operators
If you hold a Class A or Class B disabled hunting permit, you may 
operate a limited use OHM on the roadway portion of a highway 
(not an interstate) if you are traveling for the purposes of hunting 
that are allowed by the permit. All other safety certificate and age 
restrictions apply.
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Liability of Landowners
895.52 Wisconsin Statutes Landowners who allow 
OHM trails to cross their property are not required to keep the 
premises safe for recreational activities, to inspect the property, or 
to give warning of an unsafe condition, use, or activity on the prop-
erty. They are generally held free of liability. For complete informa-
tion, review sec. 895.52 in its entirety.

Winter OHM Use
OHMs may operate on public frozen waterways, private property 
and other public lands open for their use in the winter.
• All children are exempt from the safety certification requirement 

while recreationally operating on public frozen waterways.

OHM-Snow bikes
• OHMs modified with an after-market track and ski are not 

considered snowmobiles and cannot be registered or used as 
such. They may be operated on frozen waterways and private 
property with permission.

• Factory snow bikes that are manufactured with a track and ski 
do meet the definition of a snowmobile and require snowmobile 
registration.



This pamphlet is not a complete set of OHM laws; however, it 
supplies the essential information. Please read it carefully. If you have 
any questions, contact the Department of Natural Resources or 
your local law enforcement authorities. Check with local governing 
agencies for local ordinances that may be more restrictive than 
state regulations. 

Helmets Save Lives. Wear 
it Wisconsin!
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Proposed 5 Year Street Improvement Plan  

Updated: 1-30-2020 

 2020 

o Industrial Loop Road – Rail Road Improvements  $64,409.00 

o High Street – Rail Road Improvements   $59,536.00 

o Finance both projects with Wheel Tax 

 

 2021 

o Shawano Street – Cook St. to Beacon Ave.  $131,769.00 

 Pulverize and Asphalt Overlay 

 Anticipated Grant Award of $24,446.64 

 No Sanitary work anticipated 

 4 Storm catch basin replacements at Cook Street 

 No Sanitary Sewer replacements anticipated  

 Finance with Wheel Tax 

o Hintzke Road – Partnership with Town of Maple Creek $45,531.69 

 Pulverize and Asphalt Overlay 

 Finance with Wheel Tax 

  

 Oshkosh Street- Possible construction (2022 – 2025)* with MLS Funding  

o Road Construction Estimate=    $905,200.00 

o Storm Sewer Estimate=     $613,100.00 

o Sanitary Sewer Estimate=    $1,194,250.00 

o Engineering & Contingency=    $678,137.50 

o Total Estimate=      $3,390,687.50 

o Possible (90/10) MLS Grant Due December 6th, 2019= $1,708,087.50 

o City’s contribution after potential grant=  $1,682,600.00  

 Out of $1,682,600.00….$189,787.50 is Road/Storm; $1,492,812.50 is Sanitary  

o Anticipated Award around early 2020 

o *MLS Funding has a 6 year window of completion from grant award, could change the 

project year 

o Road Construction and Storm Sewer eligible for grant, not sanitary  

o Finance with Bond 

 

 North Water Street- Possible construction 2023* with STP – Urban Grant funding 

o Road Construction Estimate =   $3,684,800 

o STP-Urban Grant Request (80%) = $2,632,000 

o Local Match (20%)=   $658,000 

o NOTES:  

 Proposed concrete surface 

 Above cost does not include Water or Sanitary Sewer improvement costs 



 Above cost does include storm sewer and base street lighting costs  

 Above cost does not include decorative improvements; streetscaping 

improvements (decorative lighting, banners, planters, etc.) would be an 

additional cost not eligible in the STP Urban Grant  

 *DOT designates the program year- proposed in 2023 

 (80/20) Grant applied for on October 15th, Award announcement expected 

February 2020 

 Finance with Bond 

 

 Pearl Street – Possible construction 2023* with STP – Urban Grant funding 

o Road Construction Estimate =   $3,406,800 

o STP-Urban Grant Request (80%) = $2,416,000 

o Local Match (20%)=   $604,000 

o NOTES:  

 Proposed concrete surface 

 Above cost does not include Water or Sanitary Sewer improvement costs 

 Above cost does include storm sewer and base street lighting costs  

 Above cost does not include decorative improvements; streetscaping 

improvements (decorative lighting, banners, planters, etc.) would be an 

additional cost not eligible in the STP Urban Grant  

 *DOT designates the program year- proposed in 2023 

 (80/20) Grant applied for on October 15th, Award announcement expected 

February 2020  

 Finance with Bond 

Projects on the radar: 

o Werner Allen- Full Street reconstruction and with potential utility improvements 

o Pave east end of Oak Street – Town of Hortonia repaved west end of Oak Street in 2019 

o North Water Street Bridge – deck and approaches need to be repaved per 

recommendations from latest bridge inspection report  

o Park Street – Request by local business to consider repaving of Park Street 

o Corner of Jeanne Street – Request by resident to repave west corner of Jeanne Street 

o Pearl Street – Beacon to Pine 

o Lincoln Court and State Street – Could be incorporated into the North Water Street and 

Pearl Street projects if grant funding is awarded.  

o 5th Ward Streets- have received requests for improvements on Avon/Lyons/Lima 

o Have received complains about the alley condition between Cook/Spring and next to 

Franklin Park Apartments 
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	CITY OF NEW LONDON
	MINUTES OF BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS MEETING
	Monday, February 3PrdP, 2020 @ 4:30 p.m.
	Members Present:   Mike Barrington, Bob Besaw, Lori Dean, Dennis Herter, Mike Pinch
	Members Absent:
	Council Members:  Tom O’Connell, John Faucher
	Barrington called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.; Motion by Herter seconded by Besaw to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried by all
	UWastewater Treatment Facility Update:U There were no questions or concerns on the WWTP monthly reports.
	UDiscussion and possible action on a proposal to create ATV/UTV routes and trails:U  Discussion took place again between Board members with input from the public regarding ATV usage on city streets.  Ellen Krabbe agreed with Board member concerns and ...
	Dean moved, seconded by Besaw to direct staff to create an ATV routes ordinance to be presented at a future Board of Public Works meeting. Motion carried by all.
	UUpdate on a request to extend sanitary sewer service on Oak Street:U  At the January Board meeting, Dave Klinzing requested an extension of the city’s sanitary sewer on Oak Street so that he could connect his property. Survey letters were sent out to...
	UReview a Storm water Management Plan for London Acres:U A storm water management plan was created by Romenesko Development’s engineers and presented to the committee for review.
	UConsider for action the execution of an agreement for a Storm water Management Practices Maintenance Agreement with Romenesko Development, Inc.:U  In the presented Storm Water Management Plan, A Storm water Maintenance Agreement between the City and ...
	Dean moved, seconded by Herter for Council to consider approving the proposed Storm Water Management Practices Maintenance Agreement with Romenesko Development, Inc.  Motion carried by all.
	UDiscuss updates to 5 year Street Improvement Plan:U The city’s 5 year Street Improvement Plan was presented for discussion.  Hoerth highlighted a few proposed updates to the plan and asked board members for comments to see if any other changes were r...
	Dean moved, seconded by Pinch to accept the proposed 5 year Street Improvement Plan as presented.  Motion carried by all.
	UDirector’s Report/Memo:U
	Years of Service Report: Mark Aus completed 21 years of service February 1st.
	UOther matters:U None identified
	UNext month’s agenda items:U None identified
	There being no further business a motion was made by Dean and seconded by Besaw to adjourn the meeting at 5:40 p.m.  Motion carried by all.
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